A 
SREATISHE 


ON 
MARRIAGE, 
BEING == 
SERIOUS THOUGHTS 
O N 


The original Deſign of that ſacred Inſtitution, 
and the : bſolute Importance of its Solem- 
nization between real Chriſtians, for pro- 
moting mutual Happineſs. 


To which are added, 


EY 5 10 TURES 


ON THE 
EDUCATION OF CHILDREN; 
| CONTAINING | 


Inſtructi ve Rules, deduced from Scripture and Expe- 


rience, calculated to form their tender Minds, and 
train them up in the Paths of Duty, 


— 


__ I w. GILES NR 


LONDON: 
Printed by M. LEWIS, 
And fold by J. Bucxrany, in Paternoſter-Row; 
J. Gua v, oppoſite Hatton- Garden, Holborn; 
and 8. Kzirn, in Gracechurch-Hreet. 1771. 


D 


vB, 


1 


5228 — 2 268 


Tee Tce 
A 
REA 118 E 
„„ 
MARRIAGE. 


DINE TIER rg RT 


7 Wer np 6, ben the Da. 
if Page, 9: are ſoon, read 5 $5 n.. 

I. 1. dele "kept uþe © F E. 78. ier 
| i bottom, for alen nung: x. aurale 


— 2231. 1. * 
Jar ar. ian. 


WS 
e 


OT long ſince I was placed by 
the good providence of God in a 
fituation where a family of children were 


immediately under my care and direction. 
Faithfully to diſcharge the incumbent 
duties of ſo important an undertaking, 
is perhaps more difficult than is gene- 
rally imagined. I muſt confeſs I found 
it ſo, To avoid every extreme, to walk 
in the narrow path of duty; to keep a 
conſcience void of offence, are much 
eaſier to be conceived than obſerved ; 
and it is no wonder they are ſo little 
obſerved, when they are 2 ſeldom 
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PREFACE 
ſought after. How far I am culpable 
in this reſpet, or how far I may have 
ſucceeded in my poor endeavours, is 
beſt known to that God with whom 
J have to do, to whom I am indebted 
for every mercy, and to whoſe un- 
merited bounty I ever pray to ſtand 
as a thankful penſioner. If my beſt 
attempts were executed agreeable to his 
will, the glory belongs to him oxLx, 
for it is he ALoxE that worketh both 
« to will and to do of his own good 
«> pleaſure.” Vet ] truſt I can. appeal to 
him as the ſearcher of every heart, 
and lay, that a ſenſe of the i importance 
of the undertaking, a deſire for the 
falvation of the charge committed to 
my. care, and of being found faithful 
to him as my Judge, were motives that 
excited 
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excited me to perſevere in the way 


of duty, amidſt a variety of oppoſſtion. 
I can truly ſay, through the abundant 
mercy of God, I have been enabled 
to believe, that no difficulties, howeyer 


arduous, ought to impede the chriſtian 


in his diſcharge of thoſe duties which 
decur in the courſe of an unerring 
providence. | 


In the care and management of 
children, there are two things appa- 


rently neceſſary, namely, Precept and 
Example, To adminiſter the former, 


requires ſome degree of diſcernment; 
and rightly to exemplify and enforce the 
latter, requires the greateſt prudence, 
Theſe are both incumbent on the pa- 
rent, and ought ſtrictly to be obſerved. 
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vii PREFACE, 
The moſt falutary precepts, laid down 


in the beſt manner poſſible, will have 
no influence on the conduct of chil- 


dren, if the parent ſhould neglect to 
enforce them properly, or ſhould efta- 
bliſh a ſanction ſor the breach of them 
ia his own perſon. Inconſiſtencies of 
this nature frequently occur ; but few 
are willing to make them their own, 
by acknowledging their remiſſneſs, 
though the juſtneſs of the charge be 
ever ſo fully confirmed. 


| In purſuing this ſubject, I was led 
to think of thoſe means, which, by the 
aſſiſtance of God, might beſt conduce 
to further the parent in his under- 
taking. To compoſe a regular ſyſtem - 
of education was, at firſt, foreign to 

my 


PREFACE ix 
my intention; which was rather to point 
at the moſt common evils every pa- 
rent ought to oppoſe. 


Ix particular points reſpecting lite- 
rature, I chooſe to ſay nothing, becauſe 
no general rule could be given with- 
out being liable to numberleſs excep- 
tions, as the circumſtances of indivi- 
duals render an uniform method al- 


together impracticable. 


HavinG finiſhed the ſubject, I 
tranſmittod it by parts«to the public, 
through the channel of a valuable 
periodical publication. Soon after, ſe- 
veral of my particular friends ſolicited 
me to write a treatiſe on marriage. 
After conſidering the nature of the 


ſubje, 


x. PREFACE, 
ſubject, I collected my thoughts, and 


conveyed them to the public through 
the ſame channel. | 


.. 1:88 ALL make no apology for this 

publication, though I might, with 
other authors, urge the preſſing impor- 
tunities of reſpectable friends, But 
this is foreign to my intention: I chooſe 
rather to appeal to the candid reader, 
than to plead the ſolicitations of thoſe 
whoſe judgments I have reaſon to think 
may be , prejudiced in my favour 
by the ſtrong ties of an eſtabliſhed 
tricneſhip. 


I xvusT humbly intreat the judi- 
ious reader to overlook any inaccura- 
Kies, which may have eſcaped my 
15 notice. 
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notice. 1 am conſcious of my own 
inability ; therefore T truſt what may be 
wanting either in matter or diction, 
will be overbalanced by the ſincerity 
of my intentions. In collecting 
the ſeveral parts, I have expunged 
what appeared ſuperfluoys, and added 
where I thought the ſubje& required, 
In any point where the reader may find 
occaſion to differ, 1 only ſolicit that 
right of private judgment, which he 
thinks himſelf entitled to. This will 
effeQually ſecure me from that cenſure 
which is apt to ſteal imperceptibly even- 
into minds naturally the moſt ingenu- 
ous, liberal and candid, 


Taz whole I would deſire to leave 
in the hands of that God without 
_ whoſe 
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_ whoſe blefling none can either think, 
F write, or ſpeak-to profit. If. any thing 

I have written is agreeable to his holy 
will, the glory belongs to him ox Lv. 


It is the riches of his free grace, and 


1 the unſearchable love of the adorable 

= | Redeemer, that I wiſh to _ both 
living and dying, To ſo g 

calling I would exhort every true chri- 

- tian to be found faithful, that none 

may have reaſon. to Kumble at their 

conduct; or take occaſion to fin, and 

ſo, by their failure in duty, enhance 

that condemnation which awaiteth all 

the workers of iniquity, 
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SERIOUS THOUGHTS 
0 2 
MARRIAGE. 


Hall, wedded Love, 8 | 
By thee adult'rous luſt was driv'n from men 
Among the beſtial herds to range; by thee 


Founded in reaſon, loyal, juſt, and pure, 
Relations dear, and all the charities inn 


Of father, ſon, and brother, firſt were known, | 
| | | | Mtron, 


O underſtand what is the nature, uſe, 

and excellency of any means, it is 
neceſſary we ſhould have right notions of 
thoſe peculiar ends for which they were 
originally inſtituted. Next to the care we 
ſhould employ for the welfare of the immor- 
tal ſoul, marriage, though perhaps leaſt 
regarded, is the moſt important concern 
on this ſide eternity. That it is of divine 
| A ap- 
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appointment, and the reſult of infinite 
Wiſdom, is beyond the poſſibility of a 
doubt. The original end and deſign in 
the appointment of ſo myſterious a Pro- 
vidence, was to glorify all the attributes 
of Deity, To ſubſerve ſo grand a pur- 
poſe, we muſt firſt conſider it as calculated 
for the increaſe of a numerous progeny, 
the happineſs of individuals, the benefit 
of ſociety, and the welfare of the com- 
munity in et 


1 conſiſteth in a conjugal 
union of one man with one woman, rati- 
fed by the ſacred ordinance of wedlock. 
The nature and degree of this union, as 
founded on mutual obligations of love 
and regard, cannot be better expreſſed 
than in theſe words: Therefore ſhall a 
4 man leave his father and his mother, 
« and cleave unto his wife; and they 
« ſhall be one fleſh,” 


IT may not here be unprofitable, to 


direct the - chriſtian reader to che firſt 
i marriage, 


8:43 
marriage, which was celebrated in ths 
perſon of Adam» and Eve, our unfortunate 
progenitors. On mature deliberation, it 
may adminiſter abundant matter of com- 
fort to the children of God, who, through 
the efficacy of divine grace, have experis. 
enced: their ſpecial intereſt in Chriſt, . It 
was his ſtupendous wiſdom that ordained 
this union as a lively repreſentation of 
that bleſſed and eternal unzon with-him the 
glorious covenant-head, and the church, 
the members of his body. The inſpired 
apoſtle, ſpeaking of marriage, ſaith, 
„ This is a great myſtery, but I ſpeak 
, eoncerning Chriſt and the church,” 
Adam, by reaſon of his eonjugal union, 
which was conſummated. in his primæval 
ſtate of innocence and happineſs; may be 
conſidered as a lively repreſentation af 
Chriſt; in like manner, Eve, the mother 
of all living, may alſo be confidered: as an 
emblem of the church. _ 


"Ada was firſt formed by the hand of 
3 and then Eve: Chriſt was 
A 2 from 
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From everlaſting, and before all things; 
conſequently before the church. Eve was 
formed out of Adam, a rib being taken 
out of his fide for that purpoſe: The 
church of Chrift hath her original from 
him; and' by virtue of that union ſhe re- 
ceives, out of his inexhauftible fulneſs, 
pardon, juſtification, ſanctification, a- 
bounding grace, and eternat glory. The 
Lord God preſented Eve to Adam, who 
accepted of her, and ſhe became his wife: 
In like manner, the church, in the ever- 
laſting covenant, was preſented to Chriſt, 
given to him by his Father, to be his 
ſpouſe and bride, upon whom he fixed his 
unchangeable Jove, and betrothed her to 
himſelf. The church, conſidered as ſe- 
parate from Chriſt, is by reaſon of fin 
wholly averſe to ſo glorious an union, 
but her conſent is obtained by the ſweet 
drawings and irreſiſtible influences of his 
Father's Spirit and grace, who makes 
her a willing people in the day of his 
Power. #3 
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Ir may ſtill heighten our ideas of the 
conjugal union, if we conſider, that it 
was the Lord God, appearing in a human 
form, who inſtituted that firſt marriage in 
Paradiſe. That ſame Jeſus, who at the 
opening of his public miniſtry gave a 
ſanction to this holy inſtitution, the de- 
ſign of which was, to manifeſt unto his 
church that divine countenance and ap- 
| probation which was due to an ordinance 
of his own appointment. Happy is, the 
wedding where Chriſt is a gueſt ! Indeed 
all thoſe who marry in ham cannot marry 
without him; and though he is inviſible 
to the eye of the body, yet the comforta- 
ble preſence of his bleſſed Spirit is ever 
manifeſted to their ſouls, enriching them 
with the ſweet benediction of his grace, 
as 2 repeated earneſt of their eſpouſals to 
him, and which ſhall finally be 2 
mated in eternal glory. 


P £78 HALL now ſpeak of that union 
which ſubſiſts in the marriage-covenant 
among men. As I mean to ſhew who they 
| A 3 are 
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a#e that come-neareſt to the original inſti- 


tion, we muſt keep in mind, that our firſt 
parents were in a ſtate of perfect purity 
and innocence. Both of them were the 
handy work of God: both, by -a happy 
conformity to his command, honoured his 
precepts, acknowledged their dependence 
on him, and gave him the juſt glory of 
bing their beneficent Creator. But, after 
their-wilful tranſgreſſion of his righteous 
"Jaw, ſin entered into their nature, by 
which their underſtandings were darkened, 
their affections depraved, and that filial 
dove, once the tender offspring of inno- 
eence, is now transformed into the moſt 
heinous act of rebellion. Here we may 
eonfider Adam as the head ang repre- 
fentative of the numerous poſterity that 
ould ſpring from his loins. The for- 
Feiture of God's favour, which was his 
proper life, extended itſelf not only to the 
puniſhment of his tranſgreſſion, but was 
al. -amputed to all his natural deſcen- 


Is 
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Ir is an infallible truth, that none of 
the ſons of men have any good diſpoſition 
towards God, until they are quickenef 
by his Spirit, and have ſome evidence of 
being made his children by adoption and 
grace. They are created anew in Chriſt 
Jeſus, and have his image enſtamped up- 
on their hearts by the waſhing of regene- 
ration, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt: 
Their underſtandings are then enlighten- 
ed, their affections renewed; and, having 
taſted of the abounding grace and love of 
Chriſt in their converſion and effeftual 
calling, it is the habitual defire of their 
hearts, to devote themſelves to the ſervice 
and glory of God. A. man and woman 
thus mutually united in the. cloſe: bonds 
of affection, and their eſteem confirmed 
by the ſanction of marriage, I humbly 
conceive will come neareſt to that ſtate of 
happineſs which our firſt parents enjoyed 
while they remained innocent. Their 
bonds are ſtrong and durable, their loves 
mutual, and their hearts devoted to God: 
i to each other will be like 

A | that 
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that of Ruth to Naomi, „Whether thou 
« goeſt, I will go; where thou lodgeſt, I 


« will lodge: thy people ſhall be my peo- 
* er — 


** at 3 af ſome earthly prince 
we ſhould have a friend, ſignalized by the 
royal favour, and were conſcious that he 
would ever be attentive to our concerns, 
and ſtudious to promote our happineſs 
and intereſt, would it not be extremely 
pleaſing and delight ul? but how much 
more ſo, to have the friendſhip of one who 
is kinder than a brother, a favourite of 
the court of heaven, and nearly allied to 
the King of kings and Lord of lords ? 
This is really the caſe. with thoſe who are 
made partakers of true ſaving grace; for, 
being adopted into the family of God, 
when temptation, or the loſs whether of 
temporal or ſpiritual enjoyments involve 
either of their ſouls like a flood; the other 
can have freedom of acceſs. to the throne 
of grace for divine aſſiſtance and conſola- 
tion. e 3 common to both, 
and 


; 
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and the ground of all their comfort and 
conſolation. Their loves, which I have 
already ſaid are reciprocal, will be greatly 
heightened by the love of Chriſt. He 
draws them with the cords of his love, 
knits their affections by the power of his 
Spirit, and ſtamps a laſting impreſſion up- 
on their hearts with the ſignet of his 
abounding grace. N 


TuISò love 1s different from what the 
world call by that name; and may juſtly 
be oppoſed to it. It is of the ſuperlative 
degree, and preferable to all ſublunary 
enjoyments of what kind ſoever. Such is 
the love of Chriſt to the church. It does 
not ariſe either from perſonal allurements, 
or the ſordid views of wealth and honour : 
nor is it a love ariſing from the warmth 
of unſanAified affections, which are ſoon 
blown into a flame of luſt by the animal 
ſpirits; for this is brutal. It is a love 
ariſing from a full conviction of the object 
being called into the glorious liberty of 
the ſons of God, and made a happy par- 
| taker 
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taker of the faith, which to all the people 
of God is alike. precious: One in whom 
manifeftly appears the purity of the Spirit 
of Chriſt, and a heart and life wholly 
devoted to his ſervice and glory. This is 
the primary ſource of the chriſtian's love, 
and the bafis of every well founded. hope 
either for happineſs. or comfort. If this 
theory be exploded by ſome, it matters 
not, ſince experience proves it is the only 
ground of real — to the children 
of Gd. 


TE AI is alſo a ſecondary cauſe, I 

mean perſonal accompliſhments: but theſe 
alone, however alluring to the fancy, can 
afford no ſolid hopes of a permanent felici- 
ty. However, it is highly neceſſary to have 
reſpect to both. It would be abſurd to 
imagine every object alike agreeable, 
This would: deſtroy the laws of nature, 
and invert the order of things. Every 
eye has its favourite object, and diſcerns 
in it ſome peculiar excellency. It is not 
n conſi ned to perſons the moſt con- 


ſpicuous 
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ſpicuous for their charms, but very fre- 
quently to thoſe in whom no real traces 
of beauty can be found; and it very often 
happens, that the affections are riveted to 
ſuch an object almoſt imperceptibly. It 
is undoubtedly eſſential to the happineſs 
of the parties concerned, that there be 
nothing forced, as the affections cannot 
be bribed to eſteem what they could not 
love. And on the other hand, I would 
warn the reader againſt the moſt fatal and 
common error, namely, the placing the 
affections on an object, merely becauſe 
there is the appearance of ſomething 
grateful to the eye. 


Tu x temper and diſpoſition of the per- 
ſon ought to be thoroughly knofvn, and is 
eſſential to the future happineſs of both 
parties. It has been ſaid by ſome, that 
grace in the heart effeQually ſubdues, and 
new moulds the natural tempers of men, 
and reconciles thoſe things that were the 
moſt oppoſite, This cannot be true in a 


proper 
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proper ſenſe, becauſe men in their natural 
ſtate are as different in their diſpoſitions 
as their perſons; and experience proves, 
beyond the poſſibility of a doubt, that 
they remain ſo after converſion. Now if 
the former poſition were true, it would 
neceſſarily follow that thoſe who are rege- 
nerated by the Spirit of God would have 
no contrariety of diſpoſition, but remain 
invariably the ſame, have one mind, 
one will, one aim, and one common 
purſuit. It is true, the general bent of 
their inclinations may be different from 
what it formerly was, and the natural 
vitioſity of their tempers may alſo appear 
changed; not being permitted to run to 
ſuch extremes as formerly, owing to the 
exertion of ſome coercive power which is 
produc :d by the operation of divine grace 
in the ſoul. Therefore I am well per- 
ſuaded, thoſe who marry with this expec- 
tation will find themſelves greatly diſap- 
pointed. An uneaſy temper and reſtleſs diſ- 
poſition may ſtill ſubſiſt ; and where nature 


is 
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is inflexible, alteratives are uſeleſs. In 


ſuch a caſe, we can but tamely ſubmit to 
what our judgment heartily diſapproves. 


Tu us much is neceſſary to be duly 
conſidered as eſſential to happineſs, and 
for the preſervation of that love which 
ought to exiſt in the breaſt of every child 
of God. It is a love of complacency, 
and ineffable delight; it is mutual, the 
« wife is to love the huſband, and the 
« huſband the wife.” Each take pleaſure 
and delight in the company and conver- 
ſation of the other, It is natural for us to 
defire the happineſs of thoſe we love and 
eſteem, and ſo it is with them. The 
union of their perſons will produce an 
union in their intereſts ; each will be ſtu- 
dious to promote whatever may beſt con- 
tribute to the happineſs of the other. 
This will nat only be expreſſed by an al- 
ternate care and concern for their ſpiritual 
welfare; but likewiſe in providing all 
things for their temporal ſupport, eſpe- 
clally on the part of the huſband; For 

the 
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the huſband is to © nouriſh and cheriſh his 
wife,“ not only by the diſplays of his 
love and affection, but likewife by pro- 
viding all things decent and convenient, 
according to their ſituation in life, As 
ſhe is the weaker veſſel, and ſubje& to 
his-rule and authority, he is to protect her 
from-abuſe or injuries, even at the riſk of 
of his own life, 1 Sam. xxx. 18. Like. 
wiſe to exert all his power in contributing 
to her happineſs and comfort, for he 
that is married, is to care how he may 
«« pleaſe his wife,” He ought carefully to 
avoid every occaſion of offence, either by 
harſn language, cruel invective, or the 
terrifying aſpect of a ſour countenance, 
What is ſtill more abominable, and ought 
to be guarded againſt, are blows,” which 
are churliſh and barbarous, unbecoming 
the man and the chriſtian. She is his own 
fleſh, ** and no man ever yet hated: his 
«« own fleſh.” She is himſelf ; therefore 
« ought men to love their wives as their 
% own bodies.” The apoſtle faith, 
% Huſbands, love your wives, and be 

% not 


1151 
not bitter againſt them,” As if he had 
faid, © Rule over your wives with the ut- 
* moſt tenderneſs and complacency. Be 
| © not rough and ſtern in your carriage, 
© but on the contrary uſe them with all 
« poſſible reſpect, and ſtudy to preſerve 
their affectionate regard, by an ho- 
* nourable compliance and endearing 
« familiarity.” 


Tun wife is the companion of the 
huſband ; his ſupport and comfort in pro- 
ſperity and adverſity ; ſhares alike his ſor- 
rows and his joys; and is bound thereto by 
the indiſſoluble ties of affection and grace, 


She eſteems it her greateſt happineſs to be 


made a partaker of his troubles. She is 
aſſiduous under the moſt burdenſome af- 
flictions, to exhilarate his ſpirits by the 
diſplays of her affectionate love, and to 
animate his conduct by a chearful reſig- 
nation to the wiſe diſpenſations of un- 
erring Providence. The woman, who is 
loving and chaſte, is the glory of the man. 
His heart confidently relies upon her in- 

| tegrity 
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tegrity and virtue. She is careful to ho. 
-nour him by her aſſiduity and faithfulneſs 
in the diſcharge of all relative and ſocial 


duties. 


Tux duty on the part of the wife is, that 
4% the ſubmit herſelf to her own huſband, 
«© as unto the Lord; for the huſband is the 
c head of the wife, even as Chriſt is the 
% head of the church.” This ſubjection 
is not a ſlaviſh ſervile one; but as the 
body and members of it are governed, 
guided and directed by its head, to what 
is for their good and benefit; fo the obe- 
dient wife will reverence her huſband in 
all things that are fit and honourable: 
She will ſoften all her intreaties when 
found contrary to the will of her huſ- 
band, by the honourable conceſſion of a 
ſweet compliance. Her chief care will 
be to be found: faithful in the diſcharge 
of her domeſtic concerns, uſing all poſſi- 
ble diligence and diſcretion in the ma- 
nagement of her family, keeping her ſer- 
vants in good order, and training up her 

chil- 
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children in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord. As the word of God is the rule 
of her conduct, ſhe will be“ obedient un- 
4 to her huſband,” aſſuming no authority. 
1% Her defire will be towards him, who is 
{© to rule over her, as is fit in the Lord.” 
The ladies of this polite age, - tenacions of 
their privileges, are ftrangely diſguſted at 
this word oz2D1ExT; loading it with all 
the epithets of odium and contempt, as if 
| It conveyed ſome unnatural meaning. It 
15 true, when conftraint clogs the wheels 
of obedience, we muſt expect but little of 
that love and affection which are the pe- 
euliar characteriſtics of connubial happi- 
neſs, However, this is not the caſe here; 
the deſire of the wife is to her huſband, 
how ſhe may pleaſe him, promote his hap- 
pineſs, and render herſelf in all things 
worthy of his love and affection. Indeed 
it is much to be wiſhed, that thoſe who 
are married were more circumſpe& in 
their conduct, and would not throw ſo many 
ſtumbling- blocks in the way of thoſe that 
are aa unyoked. I have been ſhocked to 

B hcar 
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bear men, who upon the whole may de 
tolerable huſbands, in the exertion of 
their delegated authority, command the 
moſt tender and obedient wives with a 
very unbecoming ſeverity. This checks 
the growth of mutual eſteem, and damps 
the rifings of that endearing love, which 
xipens all the jeys of nuptial felicity. I 
think, even the appearance of a command 
ſhould be avoided as much as poſlible ; as 
no prudent woman would abuſe that, 
which manifeſtly appears to be her moſt 
valuable privilege. Indeed when the 
heart is ſteeled againſt the common feel- 
ings of humanity, and loſt to all ſenſe of 
duty, then it may be neceſſary, in order 
to ſupport that ſuperiority which is the 
huſband's right, and which he is bound 
to maintain, 


IT is certain, that in the marriage ſtate, 
there are but few who make the word of 
God the rule of their obedience, and en- 
deavour to live up to the purity of its pre- 
cepts. Yet there are ſome who are really 
deli- 


fg} 
fefirous to honour God, and do experiencꝭ 


more real happineſs; in their endeavours, 
than is generally imagined: Is it not ſo, ye 
happy few, who taſte the ſweets of wedloek's 
holy bands? Say, whence ſprings that 
calm ſerenity; that ſweet progreſſive har. 
mony, which ripens all your joys, and 
turys them into praiſe? Whence flow the 
ſtreams of all your bliſs; or why thus 
happier than the common throng, who 
breathe a life of gilded miſery and deluſive 
hope? From thee, great God, the ſource 
cv every good. Thy bounteous hand, 
replete with bleſſings, and abounding 
grace, beſtows the hallowed gift on all 
who truſt in thee. Contentment, bloom- . 
ing from her native home, (thy meſſenger 
of peace) impetuous flies in ſwift obe- 
dience to thy command, and deigns to 
banquet with the ſons of men. 


The humble gueſt, adorn'd with peace, 
With all her joyful train, 
K the bed of courtly eaſe, 

To bleſs the cottage ſwain. 


B 2 The 


8209 

The rich, the wiſe, the learn'd, the great, 
No partial care can boaſt; 

Difiodien falls beneath her feet, 
6ꝙ93ꝙ6— CRE. 


Reſponſive to her Father's voice 
She wings her airy way, 

And bids the ſappliant's heart * 
Who his — obey, - 


| $00 u is the permanent felicity pecu- 
lar to the children of God in their ſtate 
of conjugal union. I conſider it as a ſge- 
cial. privilege, becauſe all the ſons and 
flaughters-of men do not actually enjoy it, 
though equally alike the children of God 
by creation and providence; but only 
thoſe who are, or may be, called accord- 
ing to his eternal purpoſe and grace. 
However,, though the unregenerate part 
of mankind are ſtrangers to theſe diſtin- 
guiſhed privileges, yet with them mar- 
riage, and the bed undefiled, is honour- 
able; as the end is, to preſerve chaſ- 
Uty, prevent incontinency, and to avoid 
211 8 forni- 
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Fornication. This is not only ſalutary 
as it is for the good of individuals, but 
highly commendable, as it tends to the 
beneſit of the community in general, in 
eſtabliſhing that harmony which is eſſen- 
tial to the government and well-being of 
ſociety, But the difference lies here; the 
former ſtudy in all things to promote the 
glory of God, while the latter are ſeeking 
to gratify the ſenſual defires of a heart moſt 
deſperately wicked. It may not be unpro- 
fitable, briefly to examine the conduct of 
the unregenerate, eſpecially in their con- 
jugal relation, as it will lead the humble 
chriſtian to a ſight and a ſenſe of his 
diſtinguiſhed privileges, and thereby ena- 
ble him to glorify the richneſs of that 
grace which hath made him to differ, 


Ir we view the monarch ſeated upon 
the throne, baſking in the beams of ſplen- 
did royalty, ſurrounded with all the pomp 
of magnificence and "grandeur, daily re- 
ceiving the obfequions tenders of a grate- 
ul people, or the fawning flatteries of a a 
B 3 crouch- 
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erouching ſlave; yet the heart, inſatiate 
in its demands, is ever graſping at the 
ſhadow of ' ſome imaginary good; on 
which ſeem to hang all its hopes of feli - 
city. This is evidently diſplayed by an 
inordinate defire after conqueſt, and an 
extenſion of unbounded authority: which 
is generally done without the ſanction of 
laws human or divine. O how few ſtudy 
to promote the glory of that God, by 
whom kings reign and princes decree 
juſtice! The love of honour, and the title 
of renown, are continually carrying out 
the mind in ſearch of happineſs ; but as 
the ſoul of man is ſpiritual in its eſſence, 
it is immenſe in its defires, therefore all 
the excellence in nature is inſufficient to 
gratify the longings of an immortal ſoul. 
Happineſs, if not ſought in God, is ſought 
in vain. * He is the fountain of uncreated 
excellence, the ſource of bliſs, immor- 
tality and eternal glory, If we deſcend 
to their conjugal relation, we ſhall find 
in general that the ties of marriage are 
Joſt in the depths of ſovereign authority, 

as 
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as the will knows no law but ſatiety in the 
gratification of ſenſual pleaſures *®, Such 
fall ſhort of that bleſſedneſs which is pe- 
culiar to the children of God, 


Ir 


* O Britain, thou art highly favoured above mea- 
ſure, Thy ſubjects are happy in the poſſeſſion of a 
prince, whoſe lenient hand ſways thy ſceptre with an 
indulgence peculiar to the moſt tender and affectio- 
nate parent, and worthy of a king, Deſcend, my 
chriſtian readers, from the throne to the domeſtic du- 
ties of your amiable ſovereign and his royal conſort, 
There you will find a pattern worthy your imitation ; 
but alas! in this our day, to come up to the bright 
original, is. ſcarcely attainable, by reaſon of that ſu- 
pineneſs and wilful ignorance which has infected the 
generality of mankind, Look at the unblameable 
character of your queen, free even from the blaſts of 
the foul mouth of calumny z ſhe is an honour to her 
ſex, an honour to Britain, and an honour to your 
king, How happy ought we to be in the pleaſing 
proſpe of their riſing offspring! O bear them upon 
your minds, and remember them in your prayers at 
the throne of grace; while your hearts are happy in 
9 enjoyment of their illuſtrious progenitors, 
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3 
Is we turn to the rich and noble, in 

ſearch of happineſs, diſappointment, like 
a frightful ſpeQtre, rears her ghaſtly head, 
and diſſipates every dawn of hope which 
chriſtian charity could raiſe. The love of 
honour, popular credit and applauſe, em- 
ploy the mind, fix the attention, and 
ſometimes obſcure the brighteſt evidences 
of truth and equity, ſo that conſcience 
falls a proſtituted victim to ſerve the baſeſt 
purpoſes. If we advert to the connubial 
ties of ſuch, we ſhall find, the bonds of 
love and affection rarely unite their hearts; 
as they are in general ſeduced by the 
pompous ſhew of empty titles, or the 
mercenary views of an immenſe fortune, 
It is certain, however ſhocking to relate, 
ſuch is the force of cuſtom among this claſs 
of individuals, that it hath eſtabliſhed a 
ſanQtion, for the commiſſion of vice and 
immorality : hence it is we ſee the mar- 
riage-bed openly defiled with the indelible 
ſtains of adulterous laſt, 'This certainly 
is One of the blackeſt villainies in nature. 


It 
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It is a moſt heinous breach of the law of 
God, ſubverſive of the private peace of 
individuals, and deſtructive to public tran- 
quillity, The black aſſaſſin, who perpe- 
trates the horrid act, perhaps, maſked 
with the appearance of real friendſhip, 
baſks under the profuſe liberality of his 
unſuſpecting friend. But his ingratitude, 
foul as the crime he loves to commit, 
ſeeks to requite his affectionate eſteem by 
ſtabbing his boſom in the curſed embraces 
of an abandoned woman. Surely double 
yengeance muſt await the traitorefs, who 
can thus dcliberately proſtitute her chaſ- 
tity, wound the honour of her huſband, 
and ſacrifice all that is dear, to her dar - 
ling luſt, The woman that can be guilty 
of ſuch an atrocious crime, is ſunk into 
greater depths of iniquity, and far more 
noxious, than the moſt abandoned proſti- 
tute. Simple fornication, though hateful 
in the ſight of God, is not attended with 
half the train of evil conſequences ; how- 
Ever, neither ſhall go . ro 

the 
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* the whoremonger and adulterer God 
«6 þo we Pye” 


I we come to the-merchant, we ſhall 
find him wholly abſorbed in the promiſing 
proſpe& of ſome future advantage, and 
which when poſſeſſed leaves him ſtill the 
ſame. The hope of increaſing his ſub. 
ſtance, is the one defire of his heart, the 
end of his conduct, and the aim of all his 
purſuits. Money is his god, to which he 
pays his homage; and avarice his darling 
luſt, which he ſtudies to gratify with un- 
wearied diligence, If diſpoſed to marry, 
his affections, as they are tranſmuted into 
the ſame nature with his gold, become 
a ſacrifice to his wealth. That woman 
to him is moſt amiable, who can bring 
him the richeſt dowry. With ſuch a man, 
a virtuous woman, and a woman with a 
large fortune, mean the ſame thing, 


Ir we deſcend to thoſe commonly call- 


ed the middling or lower claſs of people, 
| | we 
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we ſhall find them wholly deſtitute of that 
love which conſtitutes a happy union. 
Theſe, it is true, have neither the pro- 
ſpects of honour nor the allurements of 
riches to influence their conduct; yet their 
deſires ſpring from unſanRified affections, 
as they are actuated and ſet in motion 
merely by the warmth of the animal ſpi- 
rits. Their love ariſes from the idea of 
ſome happineſs in the gratification of 
ſenſe, This 1s the firſt moving cauſe, But 
here is no ground for permanent felicity ; 
the affections muſt ebb and flow like the 
tide, but it is to be feared not with the 
ſame certainty ; for man is unſtable in all 
his goings. To anſwer the ohjections 
which ſome may ſtart in oppoſition to this 
demonſtrable truth, and to enter into a 
logical diſcuſſion of the ſubject, would be 
irkſome to the reader, and I think need- 
leſs; becauſe the truth of what I have ad- 
vanced will evidently appear, if we con- 
fider the property of love, which is, to pro- 
mote the intereſt and happineſs of the 
object beloved. However, in order to 

leave 
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leave no room for a doubt, I will appeal 
to the paſt experience of the ladics in 
their fingle eſtate, as that will probably 
have more weight than ten thouſand argu- 
ments, It may be aſked here, why in 
« particular to the ladies ?* My anſwer is, 
* becauſe I believe them in general more 
faithful than my own ſex.” This is hard 
to be accounted fox; indeed } do not 
know how it can properly be done, as 
their obligations are equally binding. 
Some, to extenuate their own guilt, have 
attributed it as a conſequence of the wo- 
man's being the firſt tranſgreſſor, but this 
will by no means hold good. It is true, 
God told the woman, her defire ſhould 
« be uato her huſband,” but this can 
mean nothing more than, that ſhe ſhould 
be ſolely at his will and pleaſure, and 
ſubject to his authority. Therefore this 
by no means can give the man a greater 
latitude in any thing where their happi- 
neſs may be affected, than the woman. 
I ſhould rather attribute it to the degene- 
racy of the preſent times, which, through 

the 
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the prevalence of cuſtom, hath eſtabliſhed 
a ſanction for the commiſſion of thoſe 
crimes in men, which are thought unpar- 
donable in women. However, I think, 
inſtead of diſputing about fach matters, 
it would be much better to make a proper 
uſe and application of what may appear 
calculated for our benefit, therefore 1 
would ſuggeſt to thoſe who arc bleſſed 
with affectionate waves, that their fidelity 
and ſubmiſſion ought 40 remind them of 
that fatal period from whence their rule 
and authority took its riſe. 


Zur to return to my ſubject: I fay,. 
do you find thoſe profeſſions of regard, 
and that warmth of affection, which for- 
merly moved you to pity, and foftened 
your hearts. to receive the impreſſions of 
love? Do you experience the tenders of 
that oficious care diſplayed upon the moſt 
trivial occaſion, even now in your greateſt 
extremity ? No, your hearts muſt anſwer 
to your experience, and confirm what 1 
FED am 
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am endeavouring to prove. But what 1 
the reaſon? Surely, we might expect an 
increaſe of every incentive to real happi- 
neſs, rather than otherwiſe. There is the 
ſame object which created the firſt deſires, 
an indiſſoluble alliance, and the ſalutary 
offices of a wife diſplayed in the care and 
management of domeſtic concerns. The 
truth is this: the ſprings of love are 
weakened by poſſeſſion. Thoſe former 
profeſſions of regard are dwindled into 
cold indifference; and that warmth of 
apparent love is now vaniſhed like the 
ſhadow. This infallibly proves whence 
it aroſe, where it muſt terminate, and 
what will be the unavoidable conſe: 
quences, namely, neglet, diſaffection, 
and the want of every ingredient that can 
make life happy and deſirable. 


25 As there is no general rule without an 
exception, ſo it may be here. Among 
the different degrees of men that I have 


mentioned, there may be ſome whoſe 
> hearts 
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hearts were united by the cloſe bonds of 
love and affection +, But then we muſt 
remember, that even in this cafe, their 
love, as it is ſubject to a declenſion, is in 
ſome reſpects different from what the 
children of God experience. In order to 
prove this, we maſt conſider the firſt ex- 
citement was either external or internal; 
if the former, it centered wholly in the 
pleaſing form and appearance of the ob- 
je&, conſequently it could not he dura- 
ble; if the latter, it might prove 
more laſting, but not invariable. How- 
ever, admitting an union of both, the 
ſame objection ſtill recurs, as there is 
no foundation for happineſs but what 
centers in the creature, and therefore lia- 
| ble 


+ It is happy for the parties concerned, when mar- 
riages are thus mutually agreed to, becauſe it is eſſen- 
tial to their future felicity, But how ſtrangely unna- 
tural are thoſe, which, at the requeſt of a venal parent, 
are conſummated to anſwer ſome baſe, ſiniſter end, 
I would have ſuch remember, the affections cannot 
de bribed, even to eſteem, and love without this is 
not the paſſion of a wife, but of a harlot. 
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ble to change. That love which has no 
other foundation but this, the inſiduous 
art of ſome curious impertinent may un- 
dermine, and the weak ſuſpicion of ſome 
buſy friend at once totally deſtroy, 


- Bzavry is ſhort-lived as the fading 
bloſſom of the roſe; equally ſo muſt be 
chat love which is created and kept alive 
by the power of external accompliſhments 
-merely, My dear reader, | 


- Why hang thy hopes on beauty's fading flower ? 
The blooming offspring of ſome genial ſhow'r ? 
To-day it buds : To-morrow's dawning ſun, 
With riſing wonder, views its bloſſom gone. 
E'en ſo thoſe charms which now create deſire, 
Etre long muſt wither, languiſh and expire; 
\ Reſign their luſtre in the ſilent tomb, 
And find with thoſe leſs fair, one common doom. 


WI ſhould remember, mental qualifi- 
cations, if not under the influence of di- 
vine grace, are liable to be corrupted by 
the force of bad example; and the heart, 
if not reſtrained by a divine power, will 

| com- 
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commit all manner of iniquity with 
grecdineſs, When this 1s the caſe, where 
ſhall we find a ſource to keep alive that 
former love and eſteem which dwelt in 
the boſom of the fond admirer ? Some 
may ſay, ſuppoſing this to be the caſe, 
and the perſons deceived in their expec- 
tations, duty will oblige them to be kind 
© and civil.“ So it ought; but doth it? 
However, admitting this, let it be remem- 
bered, that there is a material difference 
between the tenders of duty, and the 
ſpontaneous fruits of a ſincere and cor- 
dial. love, They who enter into conju- 
gal relation, have a right to expect ſome- 
thing more than' the chilling damps of 
cold eſteem; to this, at leaſt, even the 
moſt diſtant friend has an indiſputable 
claim. No, my reader, marriage was 
only intended to give a ſanction to that 
ſpecies of love which is permanent, and 
inviolable; and they that can be content 
with the former, have never experienced 
the ſweet and powerful influences of the 
latter. 
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Warn mutual love and affection are 
inſiſted on as eſſential to happineſs, the 
moſt common reply is, As poverty comes 
in at the door, love flies out at the win- 
© dows.* This tale proverb, though it 


may be true in ſome ſenſe, will by no 
means Hold good, without exception, 
=. bs it 1s the happineſs of chriſtians, 
that it never can with any propriety be 
applied to them. Their lives are hid with 
Chriſt, who is their All both in life and 
death, and will be their crown of rejoic- 
ing to all eternity. He is their durable 

riches and righteouſneſs; they are made 
rich in faith, replete with the gifts and 
graces of lis Holy Spirit, and heirs of an 
eternal kingdom. They are the purchaſe 
of his precions blood ; and though, con- 
Aidered in theniſelves, poor, vile, and 
Knful, yet they will ſtand before his glo- 
rious throne cloathed in the immaculate 
robe of his obedience, pardoned and ac- 
Yuitted from all their fins, made heirs of 
an eternal tron, and God their r 


will 
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will look upon them with a love of ever 
laſting complacency and delight, 


As | have briefly ſhewn what a mate- 
rial difference there is between the loves 

of real and nominal chriſtians; I Would „ 
how endeavour to guard the former, 
againſt an union with the latter, leſt by 4 4. A 
ſo imprudent à ſtep they ſhon}4 bring 
diſhonour upon the name of God, and 


Cl 
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plunge themſelves into a maze of inen- :,. 54 
tricable difficulties. This is what T'huvs "A 
all atong had in view, and which indeed | 
was the chief deſign of this treatiſe, Some | 
may think ſuch at attempt needleſs , // 
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imagining that no real chriſtian would: be #7 
found to fwerve 10 far from the path fr. » /54 
of known duty. Indeed it is much th be F4 
wiſhed that this were really true; bat In- A.. Ce t 4 
numerable examples ſpeak ſo loud, that * 
the contrary appears beyond the poſlibility 
of a doubt. I ſhall endeavour to lay open 
ſome of the temptations Wich the ehriſtiws 
may be liable to, and alſo to thew' the 
diſadvantages which muſt neceſſarily se- 
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company them: and then I ſhall offer 
ſome motives of the greateſt importance 
to diſſuade them from being found in the 
commiſſion of an act fo contrary to the will 
of God, 


As the called of God, through the 
power of divine grace, do experience the 
rich bleſſing of his inexhauſtible love; 
they muſt, while ſojourning through this 
vale of tears, expect to meet with innu- 
merable difficulties. They muſt expect tri- 
als both from within and without. Satan, 
the cunning adverſary, is an enemy to 
peace and tranquillity, therefore he will 
be always ready to offer ſuch temptations 
as will beſt ſuit his purpoſe, and are moſt . 
likely to ſacceed. In your choice of an 
help-mate, he will, if poſſible, firſt delude 
you, and then triumph over your misfor- 
tunes. He knows, two travelling to 
the ſame city, and in the ſame path, 
are likely to agree, and therefore his 
temptations will always be calculated to 
keep them at a diſtance from each other. 
ne | But 
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But if he can thruſt an enemy into the 
road to hinder the chriftian's progreſs, 
and make the journey weary and trou- 
bleſome, he is pleaſed. Elated with a 
yain hope of ſucceſs, he continues his at- 
tempts, until the burthened Pilgrim, hav- 
ing finiſhed his courſe, finds a welcome 
admiſſion into the kingdom of his hea- 
yenly Father, 


Yovr own heart, as it is deceitful, and 
prone to deviate from the path of duty, 
will not be backward in forwarding his 
work. The pleaſures of ſenſe, and the 
ſoothing flatteries of an inſnaring world, 
will likewiſe be found his potent auxilia- 
ries againſt you; and who can withſtand 
the force of ſuch formidable aſſailants? 
None but thoſe who are under the care 
and guidance of the adorable Jeſus, whoſe 
grace is ſufficient for them. 


SATAN will never propoſe an union 
with the openly abandoned and profane, 
leſt the deſign of his temptations ſhould 
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be ſuſpected, which would blaſt his hopes 
of ſucceſs ; but rather with ſach as are 
externally decent. I mean thoſe who have 
heen kept, through the power of reſtrain- 
ing grace, from running into thoſe groſg 
abominations, which render them noxious 
in the eyes of the world. In ſuch objects 
the peculiar advantages reſulting from a 
liberal education, the force of good ex- 
ample, the apparent ſigns of external hu- 
mility, - a: diſpoſition which may appear 
ripe for inſtruction, and capable of re- 
ceiving any impreſſion, are temptations 
which ſtrike the mind with a force al- 
moſt iĩrreſiſtible. There may be motives 
of another nature, ſuch as the appearance 
of an object formed to pleaſe, graceful 
and comely, adorned with all that winning 
ſoftneſs: ſo apt to captivate the will, and 
ſoften the moſt ſtubborn heart, Theſe, 
when ſet in array againſt the ſoul; if grace 
be not in exerciſe, muſt make the powers 
of nature yield, and bring the affections 
into the moſt abje& ſtate of ſlavery and 
dependence, 
| T9 
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To charms like theſe, the warm affections move z 

Pleas'd with the proſpect of ſome diftant good; 
While fanſy'd bliſs excites the ſoul to love, 
And ſteals the heart inſenſibly from God, 


Wu x the affections are in ſome mea- 
ſure fixed, ſelf will plead powerfully in 
their behalf. As the only bar between 
them and the ſoul, is the want of grace in 
the heart, the proſpect of being inſtru- 
mental in bringing ſuch a defirable ob- 
je& to the knowledge of God, will plead 
ſtrongly for ſuch an union. Indeed this 
is not to be wondered at, as it is no un- 
common thing to flatter ourſelves with 
deluſive hopes, in order to make a way 
for the gratification of ſenſual defires, 


As this laſt temptation may prove the 
ſtrongeſt, carrying along with it the ap- 
pearance of duty, we ſhould remember, 
« Salvation is not of him that willeth, 
« nor of him that runneth, but of God 
*« who ſheweth mercy.” It is his Word, 
when applied with divine power to the 
ſinner's conſcience, which is the hammer 

C 4 that 
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that breaketh the rock in pieces, The 
omnipotent arm of Jehovah (Jeſus) hath 
brought down ſalvation, and his glory 
he will not give to another. It is equally 
true; that we cannot foreſee who ſhall be 
| the called of God according to his eter- 
nal purpoſe; therefore we are not to de- 
termine for him; as we can have no evi- 
dence of their being heirs of glory, until 
they are regenerated and brought into the 
liberty of the ſons of God. Our bleſſed 
Lord ſaith, All that the Father hath 
given me, ſhall come unto me, and I 
will give unto them eternal life; and 
he is faithful who hath promiſed, and will 


not ſuffer his faithfulneſs to fail. There- 


fore to argue thus would be unpardonable, 
becauſe God, by the mouth of his apoſtle, 
hath expreſsly commanded his children to 
marry, ** only in the Lord.” There is no 
allowance for contingent events, depen- 
dent on ſecondary cauſes; no, the com- 
mand 1s poſitive, and therefore they who 
are deſirous to marry, ought to make it 
the rule of their — otherwiſe they 
give 
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give but a poor teſtimony of their ceverence 
of God and his word. However, ſuppoſing 
ſuch were brought under the means of 
grace, yet it might be without any ſpiri- 
tual benefit, becauſe God, as a ſovereign, 
hath an unqueſtionable right to diſpenſe 
his favours to whom and when he pleaſ- 
eth. No man hath merited any thing at 
the hand of God, nor can he plead his 
title to the ſmalleſt of his favours, there- 
fore he hath mercy on whom he will 
% have mercy, according to the good 
pleaſure of his own will.” I do not 
mean to diſſuade any from the uſe of thoſe 
means which are appointed to bring ſin- 
ners to the knowledge of ſalvation ; but, 
on the contrary, would exhort chriſtians 
to recommend the uſe of them to all, I 
would have them be diligent in this their 
labour of love, and uſe every poſſible me- 
thod to bring them where the doctrines of 
grace are preached and ſtrenuouſly de- 
fended, becauſe the means and the end 
are inſeparably connected. And if God 
js pleaſed to ſanRify the endeavours, for 

the 
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the diſplay of his own glory, they will 
then admire the wiſdom of his providence, 
and adore the unſearchable riches of his 
abounding grace. 


Axor RRR ſort of people, the chriſtian 
in his warfare may meet with, are the 
legal profeſſors. 'Theſe, generally, are 
uniform in their attendance on religious 
duties, which may not proceed from any 
principle of virtue inherent in them, but 
from the care and injunctions of their pa- 
rents, or thoſe who have had the direction 
and management of them in their youth t, 
Such profeſſors generally paſs for ' ſe- 
* rious good ſort of people.“ My friend, 
remember, a man may be ſeriouſly at 

enmity 


1 This reflects the higheſt honour on thoſe who 
have been affiduous in the care and management 
of their children, And though they may not ſee 
their endeavours crowned with defired ſucceſs, they 
will have this conſolation, that they have been faith- 
ful to their truſt; and one duty not to repent of 
in time, that thouſands will be repenting of through 
the countleſs ages of an awful eternity, 
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enmity againſt God, This was evidently 
the caſe with the Phariſees of old, they 
had made clean the outſide of the cup and 

latter, yet, faith our glorious Redeemer, 
« Publicans and harlots enter into the 
% kingdom of heaven ſooner than they.“ 
It is true, they have a lamp of profeſſion, 
but are deſtitute of the oil of grace in 


their hearts; and when the Bridegroom | 


cometh, they will be found like the fool- 
iſh virgins of old, crying without, Lord, 
« open unto us,” but will hear that aw- 
ful ſentence, ** Verily I ſay unto you, I 
% know you not.” The true ſpirit of 
chriſtianity does not lie in the external 
obſervation of religious duties, though 
inſeparably connected with them, „ for 
« neither circumciſion nor uncircumciſion 
« availeth, but the new man which 
« after God is created in righteouſneſs 
« and true holineſs.” They will he 
found to be deſtitute of true ſaving faith, 
and ſtrangers to the life and preſence' of 
Bod in the ſoul, conſequently they can 

| have 
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have 'no fellowſhip or communion with 
Him. 


Axor REE ſort of people, which we 
may briefly examine, are thoſe who have 
got orthodox heads, but heterodox hearts. 
I mean, thofe who have got clear, diſtinct 
ideas of the doArines of grace, and the 
way of falvation revealed in their under- 
ſtandings, but not experimentally known 
and felt in the heart. By ſuch, the chil- 
dren 'of God, if not very wary and cir- 
cumſpect in their choice, are in the moſt 
imminent danger of being deceived. Theſe 
are the tares which grow up with the 
wheat; the chaff, which, when the Lord 
cometh with his fan in his hand, will be 
ſeparated from the ſpiritual feed, and 
« burned with unquenchable fire.” Theſe 
are they to whom Chriſt becomes a ſtone 
of ſtumbling and a rock of offence, be- 
cauſe, when ſurrounded with trials, they 
fall away from the profeſſion of thoſe 
truths they affected to believe, and fo 

= ' cauſe 
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cauſe the name of God to be molt ſcanda- 
louſly blaſphemed. They had a form of 
godlineſs, but denied the power of it, 
having never experienced the depth of 
their depravity and miſery, Theſe rotten- 
hearted profeſſors are ſomething like Bun- 
yan's Talkative, they can talk about 
any thing or nothing, things ſpiritual or 
things temporal; and when they hear 
of Chriſt, his perſon, offices, and grace, 
they would, by an apparent knowledge of 
theſe truths, were 1t poſſible, deceive even 
the very elect. Indeed ſometimes they 
are permitted ſo to do, and that very juſt- 
ly, as the called of God too often flight 
thoſe bleſſed privileges they have a right 
to partake of and enjoy, by indulging 


themſelves in unwarrantable purſuits after 


happineſs, where his word has ſtrictly for- 
bidden them. However I am confident, 
a real child of God was never united to 
an unregenerate perſon, without finding 
a thorn in the fleſh. Therefore, my 
chriſtian friend, examine well before you 
" attempt to determine; examine in the 
| | | ſtricteſt 
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ſtricteſt manner, the tenor of their lives 
and converſation, which I am bold to ſay, 
will be found in general contrary to what 
the doctrines they profeſs to believe en- 
Force, and neceſſarily require. You won't 
hear ſuch complaining of the burden of 
indwelling ſin, or groaning under the in- 
tolerable weight of an unbelieving heart; 
but, on the contrary, continually indulg- 
ing a levity of ſpirit, and a walk and 
"converſation which is anbecoming the 
_ chriſtian, They can live in the daily 
commiſſion of known ſins, without any 
depreſſions of guilt ; but the chriſtian is 
taught better by his glorious Redeemer, 
who is his principle to actuate, and his 
pattern to imitate. Be not deceived, my 
dear reader; God hath ehoſen his people 
unto ſalvation, . through ſanctification of 
«<<, the Spirit and belief of the truth, that 
_ (44 he might purify unto himſelf a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works.” 


Ta life of a chriſtian in = Gini life, 
wherein is maintained a mutual intercourſe 
between 
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between God and the ſoul kept up; but 
this is not the caſe with the unregenerate. 
What fellowſhip hath righteouſneſs with 
unrighteouſneſs ? what communion can 
there be between a ſin-hating God and 
an unſanctified ſinner +? None; it is im- 
poſſible in the very nature of things. 
There can be no fellowſhip but with thoſe 
who are created anew in righteouſneſs 
« and true holineſs, waſhed, ſanctiſied, 
« and juſtified, in the name of the Lord 
& Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our God.“ 


The chriſtian's communion and fellow. 
ſhip with God, ariſes from their union to 
Chriſt, their head and repreſentative. 
This is made manifeſt in time by the 
work of the Holy Spirit in the regenera- 
tion of their ſouls, and then the vital 

union begins. Believers have communion 


F I would not be underſtood by this expreſſion, as 
if I believed every real chriſtian wholly ſanctiffed. 
Sanctification in Chriſt is perfect, but in the ſaints 
imperfect perfect with reſpect to parts, but not 
with reſpe& to degrees, 
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with Father, Son, and Spirit, as ſet farth 
diſtinctly in the | glorious covenant of re. 
demption. This is agreeable to what the 
apoſtle John ſaith, Truly, our. fellow- 
“ ſhip is with the Father, and with his 
“ ſon Jeſus Chriſt.” And the apoſtle 
Paul, writing to the Corinthians, con- 
cludes his epiſtle with this prayer, the 
«© communion of the Holy Ghoſt be * 
66 = all ” | | 


it, ann: God the Father, Fee 
Jeſus Chrift the Mediator, who hath bleſſ- 
ed them with all ſpiritual bleſſings in him. 
They are the peculiar objects of his choice 
and ſpecial favour; and he hath choſen 
them to holineſs here, as a ſure pledge of 
that bleſſed inheritance reſerved for them 
in heaven, even a crown of glory, which 
is incorruptible, and that fadeth not 
away. When the believer meditates up- 
on this ſtupendous love, and the ur- 
ſearchable riches of ſuch diſtinguiſhing 
grace, he 1s loſt in aſtoniſhment and won- 
der, conſtrained in the language of the 
| | apoſite 
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apoſtle to ery, Behold what manner of 


« of love the Father hath beſtowed upon 
1 us, that we ſhould be called the ſons of 


« God 


2dly, Wir n Chriſt their beloved ad- 
yocate, full of grace and truth, He is 
the God of grace, for © it hath pleaſed 
« the Father, that in him ſhould all 
&©& fulneſs dwell.” He is the believer's 
All both in life and death, the alpha and 
omega, the beginning and the end. He 
is that well of ſalvation, the ſtreams 
« whereof make glad the city of God; 
and he is the fountain of thoſe living 
ſtreams; which refreſh tlie hearts of his 
church and people here below. They 
drink, yea drink abundantly; and are fa- 
tisfied ; and he is in them a well of wa- 
« ter ſpringing up into everlaſting life,” 
They have fellowſhip with Chriſt in the 
actings of grace upon him, in the goings 
out of their ſouls in acts of faith, hope, 
and love, which brings peace and joy in 
believing. They view their glorious Re- 
D deemer 
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deemer in all his faving offices, and find 
him an all-ſufficient- and a ſuitable Sa. 
viour, able to ſave to the very utter- 
* moſt all that come unto God by him.” 
They aſcribe to his willing obedience 
unto death, and the infinite merit of his 
atoning blood, their preſent and everlaſt- 
ing ſalvation ; and therefore in the lan- 
guage of holy David they cry, «© My 
month ſhall ſhew forth thy righteouſ- 
« neſs and thy ſalvation all the day; 
« for I know not the numbers thereof, 
4c therefore I will make mention of thy 
c righteouſneſs, even of thine o x Ly. 


3dly, TRE have communion with 
the Holy Ghoſt as the Spirit of grace and 


ſupplication. He brings them into actual 


poſſeſſion of all his ſaving influences, be- 
nefits, and bleſſings. He gives them the 
« Spirit of adoption, whereby they cry, 
« Abba, Father, witneſſing with their 
« ſpirits that they are the children of 
« God.” He is not only their divine 
Comforter, bus likewiſe their guide in 
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all ſpiritual duties, teaching them to ex- 
erciſe their graces upon God their ever- 
lafting Father, and upon Chriſt their huſ- 
band, advocate and eternal Redeemer. 
Such communion and fellowſhip have all 
the true Irael of God. 


Tais is what the nominal profeſſors 
are entirely ſtrangers to; it is true they 
have a lamp of profeſſion, but that is all; 
they are ſtrangers to the power of divine 
grace in their hearts, and aliens to thoſe 
precious privileges, which are peculiar to 
the children of God. Then how can two 
ſo oppoſite in their experience and prac- 
tice unite and be happy ? It is impoſſible. 
There can be no ſpiritual comfort derived 
from ſuch a partner, in any time of 
legal difficulty or temptation, when the 
ſoul ſtands moſt in need of ſupport. Some- 
times the believer groans, being burdened 
with a ſenſe of remaining corruption, and 
the power of indwelling ſin. This is what 

all the children of God experience ; for he 
will have his people's graces exerciſed, 
D 2 there- 
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therefore he leaves a Canaanite in the 
land. 


Now, my chriſtian readers, if you 
know any thing of this by happy expe- 
rience, you have found it a trying ſeaſon 
to your ſouls; and, if I may for a mo- 
ment indulge the thought of ſuppoſing you 
united to a ſoul deſtitute of the know- 
ledge of Chriſt, how truly deplorable is 
your ſituation ! You have a partner, who 
cannot direct you to the great Phyſician, 
becauſe a ſtranger to his glorious perſon, 
and the nature of your complaint. Some- 
times your brighteſt evidences for yz a- 
'VEN may be obſcured by the gathering 
clouds of unbelief; which will cauſe a 
ſuſpenſion of thoſe heavenly beams, that 
diffuſe life and light through every fa- 
culty of the ſoul, At ſuch a gloomy 
ſeaſon as this, how welcome muſt be the 
hand of a faithful guide, which can direct 
the wandering ſoul to a throne of par- 
doning grace ? but how infinitely more 


valuable to have, not only a guide, but 
| one 
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one who is a loying companion, a tender, 
kind, affectionate friend, and a favourite 


of heaven ? 


Op the other hand, reflect a moment 
on thoſe celeſtial delights which you have, 
and will experience under the influence of 
divine grace: when Jeſus appears as the 
&« altogether lovely, and the chiefeſt 
«© among ten thouſand ;*” when you fit 
under the ſhadow of your Beloved with 
great delight, and experience the fruit of 
his inſeparable love to be ſweet and plea- 
ſant to your taſte. Then, my dear reader, 
your companion, like the daughters of 
old, will cry, What is thy Beloved more 
* than another beloved?“ For there will 
appear no comelineſs in him to engage 
their affections, nor no beauty to kindle 
the earneſt longings of deſire after the 
knowledge of his grace, or the unſpeak- 
able glories of his compleat ſalvation. 
Would it not grieve you, to ſee your 
partner, your better half, deſtitute of 
every ſaving knowledge of a econciled 
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God in Chriſt? Moſt certainly, the r6, 
flection would pierce your inmoſt ſoul, 
and drive you to the poor refuge of a 
vain hope, calculated only to increaſe 
your anxiety, and heighten your concern, 
But your troubles will not end here. You 
will find ſpiritual mindedneſs, and the 
obſervation of religious duties, not only 
almoſt impracticable to yourfelf, but you 
will find the leaſt appearance of ſanctity, 
to fuch an help-mate irkſome and diſguſt- 
ing. The reaſon is obvious. This is the 
daily walk of a real chriſtian, and what 
reproves that levity of ſpirit natural to the 
unregenerate ſoul; therefore it muſt not 
be thought ſtrange, that ſuch perſons 
mould yehemently oppoſe what checks 
their eager purſuits after ſenſual pleaſures, 
as their happineſs centers in the enjoy- 
ment of them. You muſt expect the ex- 
ertion of every expedient to draw your 
attention from the things of God, which 
ought to be dearer to you than life: and 
as there can be no uniformity in your 
conduct, there can be no harmony in your 
8 diſpo- 
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diſpoſition, conſequently not the moſt 
diſtant proſpe& of nuptial felicity. 


I eannoT but remark, that the 
women, in ſuch a caſe as I have juſt 
mentioned, muſt labour ander far greater 
trials than the men, though on their part 
the ſituation is truly lamentable. A man 
influenced by divine grace, has it in his 
power to command obedience, in the ex- 
ternal obſervance of public and private 
worſhip, but that 1s all; however this 
can afford him no alleviation under the 
preflure of his trials, any farther than he 
knows he is in the path of duty, whilſt 
he acts from principle, therefore he is 
defirous to keep a conſcience void of 
offence towards God and man. On the 
part of the woman, even this poor acqui- 
fition would prove unatainable; ſhe has 
not only ſacrificed Her perſon, but like- 
wiſe forfeited her title to thoſe privileges, 
both public and private, which ſhe for- 
merly enjoyed. In fuch a cafe, family 
religion cannot ſo muck as be mentioned. 
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The wife cannot command the huſband, 
to bend the knee, nor any part of her 
family, if contrary to his will: indeed it 
will be her diſtinguiſhing mercy, if the 
find an opportunity to do this herſelf, 
She muſt bid farewel to goſpel ſermons, 
and practical godlineſs, in part if not 
wholly ; for ſhe cannot reaſonably expect 
his concurrence in ſpiritual duties, when 
he has not ſpiritual deſires. Becauſe 
* the carnal mind is enmity againſt 
« God.” Therefore the moſt powerful 
oppoſition muſt be expected. 


O war a heart-rending thought, 
to live without. family religion ! This is 
the moſt honourable part of the chriſtian's 
privilege. The maſter of every family 
ought to he to them, what the faithful 
miniſter of the goſpel is to the people— 
THE MOUTH OF GoD, But, alas! it 
too often happens among profeſſors, who 
apparently ſet out well, that this duty 
either dwindles into lifeleſs formality, or 
. is N neglected. Hence it is 

chat 
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that the moſt lively chriſtians, jealous of 
themſelves, keep in mind the apoſtle's 
exhortation, „Let him that thinketh he 
« ſtandeth, take heed leſt he fall.” 


Ox the contrary, if you that are believers 
unite with thoſe who are made partakers 
of like precious faith, your happineſs will 
be ſecured, and your comforts permanent 
and durable. Your pleaſures, when #t 
the loweſt ebb, will far ſurpaſs the moſt 
refined enjoyments of thoſe who are deſti- 
tute of the grace of God, becauſe their 
felicity doth not flow from the celeſtial 
fountain of his love, therefore all their 
ſweets are embittered with his wrath. 
Your pleaſures will not be earthly, con- 
ſequently nothing ſublunary can eradicate 
their being: it is true, the comfortable 
experience of them may be leſſened, yet 
that will be but momentary ; juſt like the 
paſling cloud before the radiant beams of 
the ſun, which intercepts the warming 
influence of his rays, but cannot impede 
the irreſiſtible communications of his. 

light. 
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Mkt. You will have a companion kind, 

aſfoctionate, and tender, one who can 
enter into the depths of your diftreſs, 
when Iabouring under trials, difficulties, 
and temptations; one who hath freedom 
ef acceſs to Nn who knows how to ſuc- 
eom thofe that are tempted, and who hath 
promiſed to heur and anſwer the prayers 
of his faithful Ifracl. There will like- 
wiſe ſubſiſt betweeh yon a mutual inter- 
courſe of the warmeſt love that will ſweet- 
en every enjoyment. Each will find their 
happineſs in the officious tender of thoſe 
Pleaſing duties which conſtitute a kind 
obedient wife, and an affeGionate indul- 
gent Wuſband, Home will then be found 
the only ſeat of happineſs and comfort, 
whick in general is the very center of mi- 
fery and diftrsftion, I am well perſuaded 
the moſt oppreſſed of the children of God 
experience the truth of this. They who 
are through neceſſity obliged to labour 
hard for the bread that periſheth, are, 
am bold to fay, comforted with the 
wad of returning te the arms of a 
faithful 
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faithfuf wife after the tolls of the day; 
for her tender regard will prove a balm 
for events the moſt trying, and her love à 
compenfaton for incidents the moſt un- 
Happy. This is the ſpring which ſtrength- 
ens them under the moſt prefüng difficul- 
ties, and enables them to proceed in the 
path of duty with unwearied Er, 153g 


Bor what ought to have more weight 
than any arguments I have been able to 
produce, is the word of God. The mar- 
riages of his people with the unregenerate 
were always diſpleaſing to him; this was 
among many others the crying fin of the 
Antediluvians, and which may in ſome 
meaſure account for the deſtruction 
brought upon the earth by the flood: I 
don't ſay this was ſolely the cauſe, but it 
| ; af 
is notorious that this was one ſource of their 
moſt abominable fins, becauſe we have it 
loudly complained of by Moſes ; The 
* ſons of God (men who worſhipped the 
* true God) ſaw the daughters of men 
* that they were fair, and they took 

„% them 
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dic them wives of all WY they choſe.” 


Py y this means they that did worſhip God, 
hecame moſt ſhamefully abandoned : 

therefore the Lord ſaid, My Spirit ſhall 
«« not always ſtrive with man ; I will 
ec deſtroy man, whom I have created, 

« from the face of the earth.” This 
has been complained of in every age ſince 
the beginning. God, - by the mouth of 
his ſervant ſpeaking to his ſpiritual Iſrael, 
concerning their marriages with the hea- 
then, commanded them, ſaying, © Thou 
« ſhalt not make marriages with them, 
« thy daughter thou ſhalt not give unto 
« his ſon, nor his daughter ſhalt thou 
ec take unto thy ſon, for they will turn 
cc away thy ſon from following me.” 
Ezra complains of this' when they were 
under the chaſtening ot the Lord. You 
& have taken, ſaith he, of their daughters 
14 for yourſelves, and for your ſons; ſo 
70 that the holy ſeed have mingled them- 
« ſelves with the people of thoſe lands.” 
Ezra i ix. 2. And though this was not the 
only fin for which he was reproving them, 


et 
5 * 
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yet i in the tenth verſe of the next chapter, 
he repeats it again, „Ve have taken 
« ſtrange wives, to increaſe the treſpaſs 
« of Iſrael. By theſe mears they raiſed 
up a ſeed to the diſhonour of God, and 
brought upon themſelves an indelible ſtain 
of reproach. This command continued and 
doth continue under the goſpel diſpenſa- 
tion; for the apoſtle, ſpeaking of the 
marriage of God's people, lays down this 
ſalutary precept, They are at liberty to 
« marry whom they will; onLY IN 
« THe Lord.” And in the fixth 
chapter of his ſecond epiſtle to the Co- 
rinthians, he gives this powerful reaſon, 
« Be ye not unequally yoked together with 
“ unbelievers ; for what fellowſhip hath 
* righteouſneſs with unrighteouſneſs, and 
« what communion hath light with dark- 
« neſs, and what concord hath Chriſt with 
«« Belial, or what part hath he that be- 
« Heveth with an infidel ? wherefore come 
“ out from among them, and be ye ſepa- 
« rate, ſaith the Lord, and touch not the 
% unclean thing, and I will be your fa- 
«+ ther, 


1 
cher, and ye ſhall be my ſong and 


” daughters, ſaith the Lord Almigh- 
„ ty * | 


| Nou, my dear friends, herein js your 
love of God made manifeſt, if ye keep his 
commandments; then ſurely the graciaus 
ſoul, ſenſible of its abligations, will ſay, 
% How can I do this great wickedneſs 
% and fin againſt God?” Conſider what 
Manner of love is this, that we ſhould be 
called the ſons of God? Is not this mar- 
vellous, ſtupendous love? Is not this the 


ſpring 


F 11 is certain the apoſtle is here ſpeaking of 
church-memberſhip, therefore I would nat have the 
reader think, that I mean to wreft the text from 
its proper connection, to ſupport my argument. 
Only thus much I would beg leave to ſuggeſt, that 
as the ties of marriage are the cloſeſt bonds in na- 
ture, the ſame argument may hold good, as the con- 
nection ſubſiſting among the former is by no means 
ſuperior to that which ought to be found abiding 
between the latter, On this ſuppoſition, I think the 
application cannot be thought impertinent, as the 
glory of God, and the happineſs of the patties con- 
cerned are at ſtake. 
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ſpring of all yaur evangelical obedienes? 
E not this the deep unfathomable well of 
falvation, from whence you draw the liv- 
ing waters of comfort and conſolation ? 
Moſt certainly, if ye have taſted that the 
Lord is gracious. ** Herein is love, (faith 
„ an inſpired apoſtle) not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us, and ſent 
« his Sox to be the propitiation for our 
„ fins.” Our love to God was not the 
cauſe of his to us; no, his 1s prior, as the 
cauſe muſt be antecedent to the effect; 
God's love was from everlaſting, and before 
the foundations of the earth were laid. 
The Lord, ſpeaking to his church, ſaith, 
4% Yea, 1 have loved thee with an ever- 
« laſting love ; therefore with loving 
« kindneſs have I drawn thee.” Thig 
is made manifeſt in our effectual calling, 
in his chooſing us in Chriſt, and bleſſ- 
ing us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in. 
him, He was ſet up from eternity as the 
Covenant head, Saviour, and Redeemer: 
of his people, and all the riches of par- 
_ and fanRifying grace were trea-- 

lured 
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Tured up for them in him, and it is from̃ 
him they receive their daily communica: 
tions of enlivening and perſevering grace. 
He takes them into his boſom, and his 
banner over them is love; they are pre- 
cious to him; they are his lambs, whom 
he bears in the arms of his mercy, and 
for whom he laid down his life; he looks 
upon them with a love bf complacency and . 
ineffable delight: and though they now 
| ee the richneſs of his free grace but 
through a glaſs darkly, yet, ere long they 
ſhall ſee him face to face, and rejoice 
with joy unſpeakable and full of glory. 


How tranſcendantly glorious appears 
the abounding grace of God in his ma- 
king choice of poor, periſhing ſinners as 
objects of his ſpecial favour: How won- 
derful ! how aſtoniſhing is the condeſcen- 
tion, love and mercy of the adorable Jeſus, 
who laid aſide his celeſtial glory, took 
upon himſelf the nature of fallen man, 
and became obedient unto death, even 


the ignominious and accurſed death of the 
croſs, 
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croſs, that he might redeem from eternal 
deſtruction a race of loft rebellious fin- 
ners. How wonderful alſo are the gifts 
and graces of the bleſſed and eternal 
Spirit, who brings their ranſomed ſouls to 
the knowledge of ſuch unſearchable - mer- 
cies! He prepares their hearts to receive 
the joyſul tidings of ſalvation with thank- 
ful adoration, puts them in poſſeſſion of 
all his ſaving influences, and makes them 
meet for that bleſſed inheritance reſerved 
for them in the manſions of immortal 
bliſs. Surely when believers meditate 
upon ſuch ſtupendous love, they would 
be of all creatures the moſt ungrateful, 
in marrying contrary to the command of 
ſo good a God. Men in a ci relation 
act from diſſ>r-"t rx, s, therefore it 
is juſtly ſaid of them, They are wiſer 
« in their day and generation than the 
« children of LIGHT.“ But in this 
particular I hope the so Ns of apoe- 
T10N and GRACE will be found reve- 
rent obſervers and obedient doers of their 


Far HER's revealed will. 
E Now 
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' Now, my dear chriſtian reader, I have 
made a tender to thee of ſome of the moſt 
powerful arguments, 'which occurred in 
the courſe of my writing this treatiſe, in 
order to diſſuade thee from marrying with 
thoſe who are yet in a ſtate of nature. 
If thou doſt truly reverence the word of 
God, and art fearful of diſhonouring his 
" holy name, I need ſay no more; and if 
not, though what I have written may not 
be to- thy profit, yet my labour of love 
will not be in vain u THe Lox d, for 
there are a few, I would charitably hope, 
who have ſet their faces Zion-ward, and 
who are determined, by the affiſtance 
#4 divine grace, © to have no fellowſhip 
i "with..the unfruitful works of dark- 
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Delightful taſk ! to rear the tender thought, 

To teach the young idea how to ſhoot, 

To pour the freſh inſtruction o'er the mind, 

To breache th' enliv*ping Spirit, and to fix 

The generous purpoſe in the glowing breaſt, 
TromPsoON, 


\HE Omnipotent Creator, for the 

diſplay of his unſearchable wiſ- 
dom, ordained marriage for the propaga- 
tion and increaſe of the ſons and daugh- 
ters of men. Thoſe who enter into that 
happy ſtate for the promotion of his inte- 
reſt and glory, he ever unites by the 
tendereſt honds of affection and love. In 
the ordinary courſe of his providence, 
their mutual regard to each other is in- 
E 3 ceaſed 


70 


creaſed by the blefling of a zung off. 
ſpring ; which 1s as a ſeal to their felicity, 
and an indubitable teſtimony of his love 
towards them.. This unity of affection 
is diſplayed through the prevalence of 
a powerful inſtinct, in their joint concern 
for the welfare and happineſs of their 
tender offspring, which are the pledges 
of nuptial felicity. But ſo blind is the 
underſtanding, and ſuch the depravity of 
human nature, that where reaſon is not 
admitted as the proper guardian to the 
natural affections, extremes are almoſt 
unavoidable. 


Ir is common for parents, in the diſ- 
play of their paternal regard, not clearly 
to diſtinguiſh between the bloſſoms of 
virtue and the buddings of vice, and 
therefore in the care of the former they 
generally add freſh ſtrength and nouriſhh- 
ment to the latter. Through the preva- 
lency of this deſtructive error, the prin- 
ciples of nature become ſtill more corrupt, 
. 1 for the blk that latent -ini- 


quity 
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quity which is inherent in them. The 
ſeeds of fin are deeply rooted in the na- 
ture of every individual : A thorough 
ſenſe of this ſhould make the care and 
watchfulneſs of our tender offspring ap- 
pear the more neceſſary ; yet ſuch is the 
wilful obſtinacy of man, that it 1s wholly 
neglected by ſome, and but little regard 
paid to the importance of the undertaking 
by others. This will ever be the caſe 
with the unregenerate: and may I not 
add, a neceſſary care is much negle&ed 
by thoſe who are Iſraelites indeed ? 


I come now to make a few practical 
remarks, which, as chriſtians, it is not on- 
ly our duty, but our ſpecial privilege to 
obſerve, The neceſſity of this will evi- 
dently appear, if we conſider that they 
are agreeable to the expreſs command of 
God; and I am well perſuaded, when 
viewed in this light, it will appear nothing 
more than our * reaſonable ſervice,” 


iſt, We are not only by nature full of 
ſelf-will, but likewiſe of pride, atheiſm, 
| E 4 anger, 
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anger, falſhood and idolatry. Now the 
defign of chriſtian inſtruction, if rightly 
attended to, is to oppoſe and counteract 
che workings of corrupt nature, when the 
will or the affections are placed and exer- 
eiſed upon wrong objects. How this kind of 
inſtruction may be neglected by ſome, I 
will not take upon me to determine: 
however, I am well perſuaded it is what 
the apaſtle calls „the diſcipline and in- 
« ſtruction of the Lord: therefore, my 
dear readers, let me exhort you to give 
all diligence, in order to accompliſh ſo 
Important a point : be zealous in your 
undertaking and indefatigable in your 
labours, keeping in rememberance, that 
you need the wiſdom of God to direct 
you, and his omnipotent power to eradicate 
al thoſe roots of bitterneſs which ſpring 
up in the corrupt foil of nature's garden. 


Ix order to form the mind aright, the 
firſt neceſſary ſtep is to conquer and 
effectually ſubdue the natural perverſeneſs 
of the ſtubborn will: rightly to inform 

the 
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the underſtanding, is a progreſſive work, 
and a work of time; but bringing the 
will ivto ſubjection, muſt be done at once. 
The ſooner this is effected the better; 
becauſe when children are left to thems 
ſelves, they contract a ſtubbornneſs which 
is never conquered but at the expence of 
much trouble, painful anxiety and care, 
all which too often prove ineffeQual, 
I am therefore conſtrained to call thoſe 
cruel and wicked parents, who permit 
their children to contract bad habits, 
which they know ought afterwards to be 
broken. I mult inſiſt on the neceſſity of 
conquering the wills of children betimes, 
becauſe this 1s the only baſis of a religious 
education, and the moſt effetual method 
to enforce the practice of moral virtue; 
therefore as fin and * fooliſhneſs are 
% bound in the heart of a child, the rod 
« of correction ſhould drive it far from 
« him.” If this point is not firſt ac- 
compliſhed, precept and example, though 
powerful monitors, will both prove in- 
ſufficient. On the contrary, when the 
| will 
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will is brought into ſubjection, and rea- 
ſon begins to dawn, then, and not till 
then, they become capable of receiving 
inſtruction, and of being governed by the 
wiſdom of their parents. Thus as the 
underſtanding grows to maturity, the 
principles of religion and virtue gra- 
dually begins to take root. When this is 
happily effected, they will be enabled to 
ſee the weight and importance of the apo- 
ſtle's exhortation, Children, obey your 
« parents in all things; for this is well 
pleaſing unto the Lord.” 


SELF-wILL 1s at the root of all fin 
and miſery, therefore whatever has a ten- 
dency to cheriſh it in the hearts of chil- 
dren, muſt alſo have a tendency to pro- 
mote their future wretchedneſs and irre- 
ligion ; on the other hand, whatever 
checks and oppoſes it, ſo far as it pre- 
vails, promotes their happineſs here, and 
their eternal felicity hereafter, Our 
bleſſed Lord ſaith, « Thou ſhalt love the 
„% Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 

« with 
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„ with all thy ſoul, and with all thy 


« mind.” And, in another place, we 
are exhorted to glorify God in our 
« bodies and our ſpirits, which are his.“ 
Now the will is always ſtriving to gratify ' 
and pleaſe ſelf, therefore it is the grand 
impediment that ſtands in our way to 
temporal and everlaſting happineſs ; con- 
ſequently, as our All both for time and 
eternity 1s at ſtake, the leaſt indulgence 
of it cannot be pleaded trivial. Now 
they who endeavour to ſubdue the irre- 
gular workings of the will, work together 
with the Lord in the falvation of their 
children; but they who neglect it, take the 
part of the adverſary by awakening every 
obligation to moral virtue, or religious 
duty. Therefore all ſuch are the baſe 
inſtruments in the hands of ſatan, of 
heaping eternal deſtruction upon the 
ſouls and bodies of their own children 
My advice entirely correſponds with the 
inſpired writer, who ſtrongly enjoins this 
duty, where he ſaith, Train up a child 
„% in the way he ſhould go, by forming 

| Its 
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its mind aright, and when he is old he 
« will not depart from from it,” He 
was deeply ſenfible of their natural pro- 
penſity to evil; therefore he urges the 
neceſſity of this care by giving a moſt 
powerful reaſon, and one would think an 
invigcible argument, againſt every excuſe, 
becauſe, ſaith he, A child left to him- 
« ſelf,” to follow the dictates of his own 
heart, © bringeth his mother to ſhame.” 
This is an injunction, not laid npon one 
parent in particular, hut upon all in ge- 
neral; there being a like care and watch - 
falneſs neceſlary, as © every man from 
this youth is given to evil.” 


 WrEenever children are corrected, 
their wills muſt be conquered, and then 
®, great many childiſh follies and inad- 
vertencies may paſs ungoticed, and others 
be mildly reproved. They ſhould. not 
be corrected merely for acting as chil- 
dren, but for doing what is wrong: how - 
ever, no wilful tranſgreſſion ſhould ever 
be forgiven without correction in a greater 

: » or 
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or leſs degree, for the rod and reproof 
give wiſdom.” It ſhould likewiſe be 
rememhered that chaſtiſement muſt not 
always be nieaſured by the preatneſs of 
the fault, but moſtly by the oppolition 
it carries to that ſubmiffion which is the 
parent's due, and which they ought to 
demand. Let not the futile objections of 
the carnal world frighten you with the 
terrifying apprehenſion of < cruelty and 
« barbarity.” I mention this, becauſe 
the evil is common, and nothing. mote 
thanyou may reaſonably expect, . for the 
« carnal mind is entity againſt God,” 
and oppoſes every effort that tends to his 
glory and the ſalvation of precious fouls. 
Remember, their underſtandings being 
darkened, they ** diſcern not the things 
of the Spirit of God.“ Their wiſdom 
is folly and their ways fooliſhneſs, as it 
is written, Where is the wiſe? where 
« 45 the ſcribe? where is the diſputer of 
« this world? Hath not God made fool- 
“ 1ſh the wiſdom of this world?” It 
ſhould likewiſe be remembered, their ten- 
derneſs 
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derneſs and compaſſion are alike de. 
praved, they flow from a corrupt foun- 
tain, and terminate in folly and deſtruc- 
tion; hence the inſpired penman makes 
no ſcruple to declare, that, even the 
„ tender mercies of the wicked are 
« cruel.” The royal pſalmiſt experienced 
the truth of this, therefore he cries, 
« Let the righteous ſmite me, it ſhall be 
« a kindneſs; and let him reprove me, 
4 it ſhall be an excellent oil; but deliver 
„ me, O Lord, from the evil man.“ 


2. TRE next evil to be obſerved, and 
oppoſed in children, is pride. There 
are many channels through which it may 
be communicated to them. A few cau- 
tions on this head I cannot omit, becauſe 
they appear to be of the greateſt impor. 
tance; firſt, never commend them when 
preſent, either by extolling their good- 
neſs +, ſenſe, or beauty, becauſe this adds 

freſh 


+ Should the reader, with the generality of man- 
| _— Fr to this phraſe, ns. ſay, It is taking 


© away 
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Freſh ſtrength to the ſprings of pride, and 
has an immediate tendency to plunge 
their ſouls and bodies into everlaſting 

| per- 


away the only encouragement which children can 
have to keep them in the path of duty.“ I would 
anſwer, No; there is not the leaſt reaſon for ſuch 
a concluſion, unleſs it can be proved that there are no 
other motives to excite them to obedience, It is a 
certain truth, that our actions are either right or wrong. 
If parents, then, are faithful in the diſcharge of their 
duty, the actions of their children, ſo far as they are 
praiſe or blame-worthy, muſt be referred to this 
ſtandard, It then follows, that, the with-holding 
correction, or reproof, muſt neceſſarily imply a tacit 
approval of their conduct, excluſive of any other teſti- 
mony, therefore I conclude, that other ſtimulatives 
are not abſolutely neceſſary. 


What I diſapprove is, the common method of loa1- 
ing children with epithets of praiſe, which not only 
create pride, but likewiſe teach them to affect inde- 
pendency. I think our approbation of their con- 
duct would be beſt ſhewn, by pointing out the pecu- 


liar advantages exulting from the meaſures they have 


adopted. This would naturally excite their curioſity, 
which might be improved for their benefit, by ad- 
| . verting 


— — — 2 
—̃ —— . — - 


— — — — — — —— 
” 
- 


— . 
_—_—_—___—_—_ — —————__—__— ] Ä 


— — — — T 
E 


- „1 T2 . 


—— 


py - — 
12 2 * * — 6! — — ts ee tae ot 
— . ͤ — ae en tn ——ũU— ——— —föüit 
— FY — — * 


——— 


[8] 
pexdition. Secondly, Permit no other 
perſon to do it, if by any means you can 
prevent it. I know this is a common 
practice, and by cuſtom eſtabliſhed as a 
law, therefore looked upon by thoſe who 


know nothing of the ſecret corruption of 
the heart, as a matter of no conſequence; 


nevertheleſs, however prevalent it may be, 
it is a pernicious error, as it can only 
ſefve to nouriſh the pride inherent in 
their nature, which of itſelf grows much 
faſter than their bodies, and will be con- 
tinually upon the ſtreteh, even until the 
final diffolation of the animal frame. 
Whenever this is done, let not the nice 
ſcruples of what is generally termed good 
| breed- 


verting to the amazing goodneſs of God, in making 
«diſcoveries of thoſe things which not only promote 
our happineſs, but alſo demand our wonder and ado- 
ration, Were parents to act thus, their conduct 


would be attended with outward manifeſtations of 


pleaſure and ſatisfaRtion arifing from the pureſt mo- 
tives, which would probably have a better effect than 
any ether method whatſoever, : 
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breeding *, reſtrain you from giving a 
ſedfonable reproof, though you are ſure 
to offend ; for whether it is right to 
+ pleaſe God or man, judge you.” 


Wi r n reſpect to their goodneſs ; alas! 
whence comes it? There is none that 
« doeth good, no not one; they are 
« eſtranged from the womb; they go 
« aſtray as ſoon as they are born, ſpeak- 
« ing lies.” Beſides, the beſt of men, 
conſidered in themſelves, ſtand at an in- 
finite diſtance from God: they are debtors 
to his righteous law, by innumerable 
acts of tranſgreſſion and wilful diſobe- 
dience, and wholly unable, by any acts of 
future obedience, to recommend them- 
ſelyes to the divine favour, ' being . alto- 
e gether become unprofitable.” 

F | As 


It is common to hear people palliate their con- 
duct in the omiſſion of known duty, by having re- 
courſe to ſuch wretched ſubterfuges, Is it not afto- 
niſhinz, that what is our indiſpenfable duty, ſhould 
be made ſubſervient to the nice diſtinction of fome 
frivolous punctilio? 
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As w Weir ſenſe, if diſtingaimeg zy 
an uncommon ſhare, ſee that they improve- 
it to the glory of God, who, out bf his rich 

bounty towards them, hath laid you under 
the higher obligations, and given you 
abundant reaſon for deep humiliation, 
pious gratitude, thankfulnefs and praiſe, 
At the ſame time remember, the wiſdom 
of every unregenerate man, even in the 
moſt refitied fenſe of the word, is „ fool. 
4 iſhneſs with God, becauſe it is not ſuh- 
-«. 5e& to his law,“ by reaſon of the de- 
pravity of human nature, and the darkneſs 
brought upon the underſtanding by ſin; 
and therefore the inſpired writer cries, 
c they are wiſe to do evil, but to do good 
«© they have no knowledge.“ But if in di- 
-reQing their minds to the adoration, love 
and ſervice of God, a bleſſing crowns your 
endeavours, you will ſtill have greater 
matter of thankſgiving, eſpecially when 
thoſe ſuperior abilities, enlightened by 
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are devoted to the glorious cauſe of God 
and truth, What advocates may ſuch prove 
| for 
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0 ſor God, for Chriſt, for heaven, and the 
everlaſting ſalvation of immortal ſouls ? 


As for beauty, it 1s Uke the morning 

« cloud, and as the early dew, it paſſeth 
« away; it appeareth as a flower, and 
« ſoon withers ; it fleeth as a ſhadow, and 
.  continueth not; but when ſeen in its 
higheſt perfection, how far ſhort of the 
bright Original, having loſt what added a 
peculiar luſtre to the whole, the ſhining 
robe of s POFLESS INNOCENCE? 
Though the bluſhings of modeſty are 
« ſo pleaſing now, yet, ſays the ingenious 
Mr. Haweis, we ſhould never forget, 
'* that guilt firſt covered the face with 
« ſhame.* My chriſtian reader, let not 
this be a matter of exultation, but rather 
a cauſe for deep humiliation : having loſt 
in Adam beauty, happineſs, and heaven. 
Remember, as your children will conti- 
nually be expoſed to flattery, this will lay 
you under the neceſlity of exerciſing a 
double care and watchfulneſs over them; 
becauſe it has a direct tendency to cheriſh 
Fi - their 
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* their pride in exalting themſelves ; by 
which they will naturally pour contempt 
upon others. As they grow to maturity, 
- their temptations, eſpecially if women, 
will be more prevalent and ſtrong; and 
a ſenſe of the dreadful confequences at- 
tending this, cauſed the great Mr. Pope to 
' fay, and I fear with too much the appear- 
ance of truth, 


Superior charms but make their caſe the worſe, 
For what was meant their bleſſing, proves their curſe, 


| 3. Pay a peculiar regard to the dreſs 
of your children; let it be plain and 
neat, but carefully avoid every thing that 


may appear ſuperfluous. - Dreſs them, if 


you are chriſtians, as you dreſs your- 
ſelves, that they may have nothing to un- 
learn when grown up to years of diſcre- 
tion. It is a common practice for parents 
to adorn the bodies of their children in 
the moſt ridiculous manner, loading them 
with unneceſſary decorations; which is juſt 
as bad as praiſing their perſons, for the 

= one 
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one makes them proud of themſelves; 


and the other makes them proud of their 


cloaths. Thus, what fin hath rendered 
neceſſary for modeſty, 15 made a matter 
of vain boaſting and emulation, Advert 
a little to the firſt neeeſſity of eloathing : 
Was it not in conſequence of fin? If fo, 
then „ boaſt not of their cloathing and 
e raiment, for all ſuch rejoicing is evil.” 
O what a leſſon of inſtruction might a dai- 
ly recollection of this prove, while undreſſ- 
ing our bodies for the calm repoſe of filent 
ſleep, or when adorning them in the morn- 
ing, without which they cannot attend the 
neceſſary buſineſs of life! Bat O, my 
* ſoul, how wilt thou appear on the bright 
morning of the reſurrection, before the 
* tranſcendent glory of the highly exalted 
« Jeſus, if found without a wedding-gar- 
ment! That ſhining robe of immacu- 
late purity, the purchaſe of his precious 
© blood, in which oxLy the heirs of 
glory obtain an entrance into his pre- 
* ſence, where there is fulneſs of joy, and 
« pleafuxes for evermore.“ What muſt we 
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thivk of thoſe parents who are continu. 
ally crying, *What ſhall we eat, or what 
+ ſhall we drink, or wherewithal ſhall we 
« be cloathed, while the ſouls of their 
children are ripening for eternal deſtruc- 
tion? O fooliſh and unwiſe! is not life 
% more than meat, and the body than 
« raiment ? Seek firſt the kingdom of 
« God and his righteouſneſs, and all 
« theſe things ſhall be added unto you.“ 


4+ Do not teach them revenge, by 
either real or feigned anger, diſplayed 
ou frivolous occafions, It is a common 
practice, when a child is hurt by any 
accident, in order to put a ſtop to its 
crying, to beat the inſtrument which was 
the occaſion of it. This ſeldom fails 
quieting the. child (a glaring proof of 
human depravity !) but ſurely this is nurſ. 
ing paſſion in its infancy, and initiating 
them in the firſt principles of revenge, 
which on the other hand ought to be in 
a peculiar manner oppoſed ; this is ta 
« return evil for evil,“ indeed. 


5. Do 
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5. Do not encourage them by laughing 
at their froward tricks, which are gene · 
rally locked pon as marks of ſypexiar 
wiſdom : how this hint may be re garged 
by ſome, I know not; but I am certain it 
will not be acceptable to many ; hower 
Iwould have fen remember, in doing th is 
bitter waters {9 are likel to taſte in 
time, and may everlaſtingly | e obliged to 

drink. It rarely happens that the early 
diſplays of diſcernment in children prove 
any thing more than a ripe pr nlity to 
evil ; for clearly to diltinguith between 
the buddings of virtue and the ſhootings- 
forth of vice, requires the minuteſt obſer- 
vation, the utmoſt care, aſſiduity and 
watchfulneſs. Therefore % laugh not 
% with them, left thou have forrow wich 
* them, and leſt thou gnaſh 4 teeth i in 
« the end, Give them no li erties 1, 
, their youth, and wink not at their fol- 
lies; bow down their necks while they 
are young leſt. they wax ſtubbqrn, and 
ebe diſdbedient unto thee, and ſo bring 

F 4 4 forrow 
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« ſorrow to thy heart.” Thus to laugh 
at the dawnings of folly, is to © rejoice 
«« in a thing of nought, but folly is joy 
44 to him that is deſtitute of wiſdom.” 


6. Lz I the ideas of juſtice reſpecting 
property be early inſtilled into their minds, 
and inviolably maintained in all their ac- 
tions, Suffer them not to take the leaſt 
thing without the knowledge or conſent 
of the owner: the permitting this on the 
moſt trifling occaſion, will plead for the 
like indulgence in things of the greateſt 
importance. This would be encouraging 
an arbitrary exerciſe of the will, without 
paying any regard. to the principles of 
Juſtice, and lead to the ſubverſion of that 
order, harmony and decorum, which 
ought to ſubſiſt in every family, and is 
the chief ornament of every well regulated 
5 ſociety. 


7. BE careful you do not teach them 
lying, by palliating their faults, for . ly- 
ing lips are n abomination to the 

40 Lord; 
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« Lord; but they that deal truly are his 
« delight.” Teach them to confeſs the 
truth, and alſo their faults, at all hazards. 
Never deny them a thing, and the next 
moment indulge them with it. This is 
a common but pernicious practice; and 
neither leſs nor more than teaching them 
to lye from their cradles. It is but reaſon- 
able to ſuppoſe, when they find you pay 
no regard to what you ſay, they will plead 
your example, and juſtify their own con- 
duct to your indelible ſhame, and it may 
be to your eternal confuſion, This is 
common ; and hence it 1s that-you ſee 
many people, ſome even WHITE WITH 
THE HONOURS OF AGE, in the moſt ſolemn 
manner proteſt againſt a thing, and the 
next moment retract their reſolution ; not 
moved by any motives truly laudable in 
themſelves, but overcome by the warm 
intreaties of ſome CURIOUS IMPER- 
TINENT. | 


8. Lier them have nothing that they 
cry = though the requeſt be ever ſo 


ſmall, 
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Fall. This muſt be an invariable rule, 
unleſs you mean to encourage them in it; 

for if they find tears a prevalent argu, 

ment, they will always be ſure of redreſs, 
2s they have an inexhauſtible ſource at 

eommand. This particular may probably 

draw upon me the cenſure of the indul. 

gent mother, who, led by the impulſe of 
tender fecling, is determined to pleaſe the 
little dears* at all events. To act from 
no other motive, is the eaſieſt way to err; 
therefore ſuch a conduct would only ſerve 
to prove that the affections are not guided 
by the underſtanding, but, on the con- 
-trary, that the underſtanding is ſubject to 
the rule and government of the aſſections. 
In the caſe I have juſt mentioned, the 
tears of children are the offspring of an- 
ger, or the language of a temper unwilling 
to ſubmit to the checks of diſappointment. 
Were we ſeriouſly to reflect on the deceit- 
fulneſs of all ſublunary enjoyments, and 
the numberleſs viciſſitudes of human life, 
che reaſonableneſs of my argument would 


probably appear more evident to the con- 
ſiderate 
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nderate than at firſt ſight, as ſuch a me- 
thod would be a preparative which might 
enable them to fit more eaſy under the 
difficulties they are likely to meet with in 
life, I do not mean that children ſhould 
be thwarted merely to gratify a contra- 
difting ſpirit, but in order that they may 
be brought to deny. their appetites, and 
ſuppreſs the riſings of deſire: as it will 
be more tolerable for them to ſuſtain a 
denial from themſelves, than a peremptory 
refuſal from any other, Then, and nat 
till then, you will have an opportunity 
of giving them ſuch things as you know 
will pleaſe, but without the appearance of 
gratifying their deſires, or at the expence 
of your prudence and parental authority, 
If this method fail, you muſt effectually 
conquer their wills, and with-hold what 
you thought neceſſary to deny them the 
poſſeſſion of, otherwiſe you tacitly ac- 
knowledge yourſelf in the wrong, and 
ought to be covered with ſhame and con- 
fuſion : therefore if they wax ſtubborn, 
* chaſten them while there is hope, and 
let 
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« let not thy ſoul ſpare for their crying, 
« for he that ſpareth his rod hateth his 
« fon; but he that loveth him chaſteneth 
« him betimes.” “ 

9. Never let them chuſe their vic- 
tuals, but teach them to be content 
with what you offer; then you may eaſily 
prevail upon them to take whatſoever you 
pleaſe, though ever ſo diſagreeable; this 
would prevent much trouble when nature 
may require the aid' of a phyſician, and 
unpalatable medicines are obliged to be 
given, In children, this generally is al- 
moſt impracticable, without forcible me- 
thods; or perhaps, what is much worſe, 
the telling a number of lyes in order to 
gild the pill, that they may ſwallow it 
the eaſier. What a ſhame it is to hear 
children at a table crying out: I will 
© have this, or © I don't like that? Such 
behaviour is ſhocking to common ſenſe, 
Probably ſome mothers, as this more im- 
mediately concerns them, may think it 
very hard, that the little dears are not 
© to have what they like; this is cruelty 
| indeed! 
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indeed!“ True, ſuppoſing you are inca- 
pable of chuſing for them; but I would 
charitably hope you are not ſo deſtitute 
of economical prudence : but on the con- 
trary, know what 1s requiſite and neceſſary 
for their daily ſuſtenance and ſupport ; 
if ſo, is it not your privilege, and a duty 
incumbent upon you, to ſee them guided 
by your direction. If this is not in reality 
the caſe, permit me to aſk, without in- 
curring your difpleaſure, whether your 
marriage was not rather premature, as 
you are deſtitute of the knowledge of 
ſome relative duties, which conſtitute an 
amiable wife and a prudent mother. I 
do not ſay, that children ſhould be de- 
prived of what they like, provided it be 
wholſome and proper for them ; but-what 
ought to be oppoſed is, their abſolute 
choice, which moſt commonly has the 
appearance of a demand, and tends to 
deſtroy the right of parental authority. 
When this is thoroughly eſtabliſhed, you 
will have an opportunity of gratifying 
their deſires, which will effectually ſecure 

their 
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their aſſections, and your right of rule and 
direction. Who can find a virtuous 
« woman? for her price is far above ru- 

* ies; ſhe looketh well to the ways of 
* her houſhold, and her children riſe up 
« and call her bleſſed.” 


10. From a year old, make them do as 
they are commanded, if to affeft it you 
chaſtiſe them ten times ſucceflively, Let 
none perſuade you it is cruel to do this; 
it would be inhuman} not to do it. An 
infant, though ſo very young, will be 
found capable of being ſtubborn or obe- 
dient, fretful or contented, revengeful or 
good natured, and therefore a proper 
object of ſuch diſcipline. A world dead 
in treſpaſſes and ſins, neither ſees the 
neceſſity of this, nor the train of evil con- 
ſequences that mult neceſſarily accompany 
the emiſſion of it. To them there is a 
« way which ſcemeth right, but the end 
« thereof is the way of death,” If you 
ſpare the red, you ſpoil the child, I his 
may ſeem painful for the preſent, never- 

theleſs, 
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thelefs, „ he that loveth his ſon, cauſetſt 


„ him oft to feel the rod, that he may 
,« have joy of him in the end.“ 


11. As ſoon as the underſtanding 
dawns, ſhew them their faults loving- 
ly, eſpecially their wrong tempers and 
obſtinate behaviour, Let all your admo- 
nitions be ſeaſoned with becoming ten- 
derneſs and love, carefully avoiding every 
extreme; then they will eafily diſcern 
your former reſtraints were nothing 
more than preſages of your affectionate 
regard. If this fail, you muſt have re- 
courſe to other methods, ſuch as the ex- 
ereiſing your authority, and effectually 
enforeing your commands; otherwiſe your 
tenderneſs and love will be conftrued into 
weakneſs and folly, and your legal autho- 
rity become matter of ridicule and con- 
tempt. Your love to them will appear 
manifeſt in the difplay of that power 
God ' has 'inveſted you with, therefore 
© give them no liberties in their youth, 
« and wink not at their folly.” 

| Twelfthly. 
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12. LET your correction be ſeaſon. 
ably applied ; otherwiſe you will un- 
do more in one minute, than you can 
eſfect in a week. I do not mean that 
. you ſhould always be beating your chit. 
dren ; far from it: I only inſiſt, if lenient 
meaſures will not do, when properly ap- 
plied, you muſt have recourſe to the 
exerciſe of your authority, The carnal 
world cry loudly againſt this, and load 
the perſons who aft in ſuch a manner 
with the blackeſt reproaches, The reaſon 
is obvious; a well taught child cuts the 
very finews of their pride, reflects the 
higheſt diſhonour upon their floth, and 
ſinks them beneath the moſt deſpicable 
reptile. The conduct of theſe 1x rant 
MONITORS reproves their failure in 
duty, and ſtrikes the mind with a con- 
viction irreſiſtible ; but being aſhamed to 
acknowledge their remiſſneſs, they are 
hardy enough publicly to diſarow what 
conſcience conſtrains them ſecretly to ap- 
prove. Their ideas of this relative duty 
are as groſs, as their thoughts are in things 

in 
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of a ſpiritual vature, vainly imagining it 
ariſes from tyranny and cruelty, but the 
« thoughts of the wicked are an abomi- 
nation unto the Lord,” You, my chris 
ſtian friends, who „were ſometime dark- 
© neſs, but now are light in the Lord,” 
ſeaſon your chaſtiſement with meekneſs and 
love, to ſhew you do not correct your chil- 
dren becauſe you are angry, but out of a 
pure regard for their preſent good and eter- 
nal happineſs. At the ſame time beware 
leſt a wicked ſympathy ſo prevalent (eſpe- 
cially among mothers) gain the aſcen- 
dency over your reaſon, and ſoften your 
hearts to make a humiliating conceſſion, 
by tclling them you are ſorry for what 
you have done. This is an abſurdity 
ſhocking to reaſon and common ſenſe; 
and did not daily experience manifeſt ſuch 
wretched inconſiſtencies, one might with 
the greateſt propriety reje& the ſuppoli- 
tion, as altogether improbable. My 
[riends, what will your chaſtiſement 
avail, if a few flripes with the rod can 
atone for the offence, and your difplcaſure 
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ceaſe with your correction? Nothing; you 
will only be encouraging their rebellion, 
and ſpurring them on to diſobedience, 
Never chaſtiſe them when paſſion has 
uſurped the ſeat of reaſon, becauſe they 
will eaſily perceive your ſeverity does not 
proceed from any kindneſs towards them, 
but naturally enough look upon it as an 
arbitrary exeriion of your authority ; and 
in ſuch a caſe they might very juſtly re- 
tort upon you by ſaying, © You are beat- 


ing me for the very fault I diſcern in 
you.“ This was always a maxim with 


Plato, Being vexed by one of his pupils, 
he replied, *© I could find in my heart to 
© beat thee, but I am angry with thee.” 
Therefore, my dear readers, let love, that 
powerful and attractive ſceptre, ſway and 
influence all your actions. By degrees 
they will diſcern you correct them not out 
of wantonneſs, to gratify an ill - timed 
paſſion, but out of a real regard for their 
preſent happineſs, and the eternal felicity of 
their immortal ſouls, Then all your for- 
mer reſtraints will ſecure you their love 
* and 
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and affection, and appear to them as fo 
many eminent diſplays of your tenderneſs 
and regard. Look around, and ſee what 
a melancholy proſpect preſents itſelf to 
your view. — Parents and friends, who 
have baſely neglected this important. du- 
ty, laugh at their children's wicked cun- 
ning and artful practices, and let them 
paſs for ſterling wit, This being en- 
couraged, makes them petulant, captious, 
and regardleſs of their ſuperiors. Thus 
they are brought up, not in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord, but as veſſels _ 
fitted for everlaſting deſtruction, It is true, 
« a man of underſtanding hath wiſdom, 
% but it is a ſport to a fool to do miſ- 
« chief,” 


13. InduULGE them in no unwar- 
rantable thing which thoſe who have 
their reaſon in conſtant exerciſe may think 
neceſſary to forbid, This is a great evil, 
and too common. The act fimply conſi- 
dered in itſelf may be trifling, yet, 
through the imprudence of ſuch parents. 

G 2 the 
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the moſt diſagreeable ciccumſtances may. 
ariſe, becauſe it ſtrikes at the very root 
of that order and decorum which is the 
ornament of every well regulated family, 
This ſhameful praclice.often makes one pa- 
rent appear implacable in the eyes of chil. 
dren, and teaches them to idolize the other; 
for it would be abſurd to ſuppoſe they 
will pay any regard to thoſe, whoſe pre- 
cepts they ſee you openly contemn, 
This is one of the. greateſt evils I know 
of, and perhaps the ſource of half the diſ- 
quietudes which appear. ſo frequently in 
families, If the huſband and wife are not. 
uniform in their conduR, it will be im- 
poſſible to maintain any degree of regula- 
rity, Nothing but diſorder and confuſion 
can be expected. When a child incurs 
the diſpleaſure of its parent, it ſhould have 
no place of refuge to fly to; nor ſhould it 
ever find any countenance, or the moſt 
diſtant hope of forgiveneſs, without an 


unfeigned ſorrow for the offence com- 


mitted, and an ingenuous confeſſion of 
that diſregard paid to the parent's com- 


mand. 
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mand. In a caſe of this nature, the 
frowns of a juſtly offended Father ſhould 
draw a veil of ſenſible diſpleaſure over 
the countenance of the moſt tender mo- 
ther and affeQionate wife, 80 in like 
manner, when the gloomy aſpect of the 
former 'ſhall diſappear, the wonted ſoft- 
neſs of the latter ſhould reaſſume its 
native influence and dominion, However, 
ſuppoſing this not to be the caſe, a ſtop 
ſhould he put to every thing that would 
oppoſe either the one or the other in 
their parental duty, though it were at the 
loſs of love, or the moſt endearing friend- 
ſhip. The negle& of this had like to have 
coſt Moſes his life, for the Lord ſought to 
kill him, Exod. iv. 24. 


14. TAC them the fear of the 
Lok p, for “ in the way of righteouſ- 
« neſs is life, and in the path- way there 
« of there is no death,” Let not the 
reaſoning of a deceitful heart, nor the 
emiſſaries of ſatan, ridicule you out of 
this, for “ though hand join in hand, the 

G 3 « wicked 
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« wicked ſhall not go unpuniſhed: but 
the ſeed of the righteous ſhall be deli- 
« vered.“ Remember the word of God 
ſaith, ** Ye ſhall lay up my words in your 
hearts, and ye ſhall teach them your 
„children. And ſo particular is the 
command, that even the time when and 
where is ſpecified. * When thou ſitteſt 
« in thine houſe, and when thou walkeſt 
« by the way; when thou lieſt down, 
« and when thou riſeſt up.” 80 that 
there is no poſlibility of evading the 
charge. If you are told, this is impoſſible, 
confound ſuch fallacious reaſoning by the 
word of unerring truth. The mother of 
Timothy never argued thus ; the word of 
God was the rule of her obedience; on 
this her faith relied ; and though ſhe was 
ſenſible of the inſufficiency of her beſt 
endeavours, yet ſhe ſets about the work, 
leaving the event to God. 


TRE apoſtle Paul, writing to his be- 
loved Timothy, ſeems to make his early 


* a matter of great rejoicing, wherp 
al he 
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he ſays, „From a child thou haſt known 
« the holy ſcriptures, which are able to 
« make thee wiſe unto ſalvation, through 
« faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus,” Now, 
my chriſtian friends, you have the ſame 
woRD and the ſame PROMISES that 
Timothy's mother had; and if your 
hearts are right with God, ſet about the 
work, calling upon the Lord to be your 
helper; and who knows but he may bleſs 
your endeavours, and make you inſtru- 
mental in the converſion of your own 
children. However, on the contrary, ſup- 
poſing it ſhould ſo happen that your en- 
deavours anſwer no valuable purpoſe, 
what a bleſſed cauſe of rejoicing you will 
have at the hour of death, when going to 
launch into an awful ETERNITY, there 
to anſwer for the deeds done in the body, 
that the x1GuTEOVUs JUDGE will not 
upbraid you with your children's damna- 
tion, But oh! what a ſeparation will 
take place at the tremendous bar of God, 
when thoſe parents, who have neglected 
their indiſpenſable duty, ſhall be eter- 
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nally condemned, “ and turned into 
„ HELL, with all the nations that forget 
* God.” How awful to reflect on this 
folemn tranſa&ion ! Perhaps the children 
of thoſe miſerable delinquents, who have 
been fnatched as brands out of the burn- 
ing, will appear aſſeſſors with the righ- 
teous Judge, when he ſhall pronounce the 
dreadful ſentence, ** Depart, ye curſed, 
„into everlaſting fire, prepared for the 
« devil and his angels.“ 


Oru RRS, who have been inſtrumental 
in the hand of ſatan in deſtroying hoth 
the ſoul and bodies of their own children, 
will likewiſe be conſigned to endleſs tor- 
ments; the child to howl out an eternity 
of miſery in horrid execrations aguinſ its 
parent as the author of its deſtruction: 
The parent, ſtung with freſh guilt, will 
turn with redoubled anguiſh to curſe the 
wicked blaſphemies of thoſe who laughed 


them out of their neceſfary duty, and 


whom they fooliſhly obeyed rather than 
God, O my chriftian reader, yo from 
f 46 the 
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« the preſence of a fooliſh man, when 
„ thou perceiveſt not in him the lips of 
„ knowledge. - The wiſdom of the pru- 
« dent is to underſtand his way ; but the 
« folly of fools is deceit,” 


LaBovuR to impreſs the minds of your 
children betimes with a deep ſenſe of the 
will of God concerning them. Remember 
the dreadful fate of Eli; he did both ad- 
moniſh and reprove his ſons, -but to no 
purpoſe. He did it not ſoon enough ; nei- 
ther was his reproof equal to their deſerts, 
He reaſoned with them, but his indulgence 
reſtrained him ſrom puniſhing them; and 
what was the conſequence ? The Lord, 
ſpeaking to his choſen-Samuel, ſaid, 1 
« will perform againſt Eli all things 
*« which I have ſpoken concerning his 
« houſe; for I have told him, that I will 
% judge his houſe for ever, for the ini- 
4% quity which he knoweth: becauſe his 
% ſons made themſelves vile, and he re- 
« ſtrained them not. And therefore I 


* have ſworn unto the houſe of Eli, that 


© the 
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te the iniquity of Eli's houſe ſhall not be 
« purged with ſacrifice nor offering for 
% ever,” 1 Sam. iii. Now if you advert 
to the ſecond chapter, you will find that 
Eli had ſpoke to his ſons, yea reaſoned 
with them concerning their ſhameful prac- 
tices, in ' ſuch language as this, Why 
„% do ye ſuch things? for I hear of your 
evil dealing, by all this people.” They 
turned a deaf ear to all that he ſaid, and 
he did not exert his power and authority 
to reſtrain them, as was his duty, He 
ſpared the rod, and ſpoiled the child, 
Hophni and Phinehas were ſlain, ac- 
cording to the prediction of God, When 
Eli heard of the death of his two ſons, 
the awful providence hrought to his re- 
membrance the righteous diſpleaſure of 
the Lord; a ſenſe of which, together with 
the loſs of his ſons, wrought ſo powerfully 
upon him, that he fell backward and 
died. Parents ſhould learn from his ne- 
gligence to be more vigilant, more faith- 
ful to their children, and to that right of 


authority .with which they are inveſted, 
and 
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and which they ought to put in execution 
whenever an occaſion may offer. Eli was 
ſorry for the conduct of his ſons, yet he 
could not chaſtiſe them; he loved them 
too well: though the name of God was 
moſt ſcandalouſly blaſphemed on their ac- 
count, the thought cut him to the heart; 
and ſuch ſorrow have the generality of 
parents, My chriſtian friends, this 1s the 
ſorrow of the world which worketh death, 
but I hope better things of you. I hope 
your hearts are “ affected with a godly 
% ſorrow, which worketh repentance to 
« ſalvation, not to be repented of.“ If 
you mourn, let it ariſe from a ſenſe of 
the diſhonour done to God in your own 
perſons, and by the actions of your chil- 
dren, Would you ſhew them the curſed 
nature and malignity of fin, direct them 
to look at the ſpotleſs life and ignomi- 
nious death of the adorable Jeſus. La- 
bour to impreſs their minds with a be- 
coming ſight ard ſenſe of his aſtoniſhing, 
unſpeakable love; that love which brought 
him from the manſions of celeſtial bliſs, 
That 


— — ' — 
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That love which is now your hope cf 


rejoicing, and which will be the delight- 
ful theme of your raptured ſouls through 
a glorious eternity. How oft do you 
weep, ſympathize and mourn with your 
earthly friends, when perſecuted or dif- 
trefied ; but how feldom flows the tear 
from a heart-felt ſenſe of the bitter ſuffer- 


ings of the incarnate Saviour of poor, 


periſhing, and undone ſinners ? He who 
* was deſpiſed and rejected of men, a 
% man of ſorrows and acquainted with 
grief. He was deſpiſed, and we eſteem- 
& ed him not. He hath borne our griefs, 
* and carried our ſorrows. He was 


«© wounded for our tranſgreſſions, he was 
« bruiſed for our iniquities ; the chaſtiſe- 


% ment of our peace was upon him, and 
% with his ſtripes we are healed. He was 
« oppreſſed, and he was afflicted, yet he 
4 opened not his mouth.” O ſtupendous 
love! aſtoniſhing condeſcenſion! What 
is it nothing unto you that paſs by? Be- 
Hold and fee if there be any ſorrow like 
unto his ſorrow! Can you read this, and 
n not 
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not WEEP; can you meditate upon this 
love, and forget to ſympathize and mourn ?. 
O-my dear friends, what hath fin done? 
Steeled your hearts againſt the amazing 
love of an incarnate God! Weep over 
your children, and weep. with them. 
« By ſuffering we may avoid ſinning; but 
* by-ſinning we cannot avoid ſuffering,” 
Turn your eyes to Gethſemane, aad view 
the agonizing ſtruggles of- tho BLEE D- 
inc LamsB! View the Saviour of the 
moſt. abandoned ſinners, buffeted and 
ſcourged by the impious hands of inſult- 
ing blaſphemers, to glut the malice of a- 
helliſh crew)! Turn your eyes to mount 
Calvary, and ſee the God-of nature lan-- 
guith and expire. Behold his ſacred body. 
extended on the accurſed tree, a public 
ſpectacle of woe, expoſed to ignominy and: 
ſhame, a ſcoff of mockers and a laugh of 
fools. Then, my chriſtian friends, you 
will ſee the dire eſſects of ſin more emi- 
nently diſplayed, than (ſuppoſing you 
could deſcend into hell) in the excru- 
ciating tortures of the damned. 


I's. 
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Ix order for the further direction of 
your children, be careful, to the utmoſt of 
your power, that they conſtantly attend 
the public worſhip of God. This is the 
channel through which all his dependent 
people receive the balmy ſtreams of par- 
doning grace. Always teach them to 
expect every bleſſing in the uſe of thoſe 
means which God hath appointed for 
that end; then they will learn to honour 
his command, and ſtand as devoted pen- 
ſioners of his bounty for every bleſſing, 
whether temporal or ſpiritual, What 
reaſonable proſpect can you have of your 
children's future proſperity, if they are 
not taught to ſerve God from a principle 
of filial love, reverence and gratitude ? 
This is agreeable to his holy will, there- 

fore the inſpired writer in his pathetic ex- 
hortation ſaith, © Remember, now, thy 
« Creator in the days of thy youth, while 
« the evil days come not, nor the years 
« draw nigh, when thou ſhalt ſay, I have 
« no pleaſure in them.” In order to 
quicken the parent's diligence, and for 
2 e 
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the encouragement of the child, there is 
a glorious promiſe left upon record which 
declares, «© They who ſeek me early 
« SHALL find me.” Hence it is that 
tne Lord hath commanded the parent, 
ſaying, Thou ſhalt diligently teach my 
« ftatutes to thy children.” But this is not 
all: your heavenly Father, who is abun- 
dant in goodneſs, fereſaw how little re- 
gard would te paid to his command, yet 
he does not cauſe his fiery indignation to 
light upon you, as he might jaſtly to 
have done, but on the contrary, ſeeks 
to win you to obedience hy rewarding 
your diligence. If you aſk what is this 
reward? I anſwer, this is it, © TRE 
«© WILL RISE UP AND BLESS THEE,” 
It is a precious one indeed; the Lord 
make you ſtudious to deſerve it! You that 
are parents ought to ſee that your chil- 
dren conſtantly attend the public ordi- 
nances, where the cverlafting goſpel is 
preached. Let not the world ridicule you 
out of ſo important a duty. Remember, 


it is the expreſs command of God which 
ſhould 
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ſhould be the rule of your obedience, 
There can be no excuſe urged for the 
| neglect of it. The command is as old 
as the bible. Therefore all unpediments 
muſt be removed. Stick not at a little 
trouble, but take them with you to the 
public worſhip of God, that they © may 
« hear, and learn to fear the Lord; left, 
« by your neglect, they forget the Werks 
cc of God, and be as their forefathers, 
« ſtubborn and rebellious, who ſet not 
4e their hearts aright, and whoſe ſpirit 
«« was not ſtedfaſt with their God.“ 
Should it not be a comfort to you, to have 
the word of God to direct you, when 
others are deprived of fo ineftimable a 
bleſſing? Moſt certainly it ſhould. What 
are all the ſcoffs of ungodly men to the. 
chriſtian, who has got the Lord on his 
fide? Leſs than nothing and vanity. My 
chriſtian friends, know ye not your call- 
ing, that all who live godly in this preſent 
evil world, ſhall ſuffer banter, mockery, 
and perſecution ? Yes, for unto this ſame 
thing are ye called, But, alas! what are 
all 
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all theſe ſufferings to the believing ſoul, 
who glories in the croſs of Chriſt, by. 
which the world is crucified to him, 
and he unto the world? - Jeſus is the 
bright object of his adoration, and the 
pleaſing ſubject of his meditation, even in 
the darkeſt moments, therefore he can 
truly ſay, in the midſt of all oppoſition, 


Jes us, my Go p, my ſoul's beſt joy, 
To ſing thy praiſe be my employ; _ 
My ox Lx hope, thy grace to prove; 
My onLy theme, thy wond'rous love. 
If carnal ſouls condemn my choice, 
While they in worldly bliſs rejoice, 
Impetuous graſp the fleeting ſhade, +, 
And joys ſubſtantial thus, evade ; 
If they my conduct ſhould explode, 
When I thy glories ſpread abroad, 
Enthuſiaſtic deem my flame, . i 
Which glows with rapture at thy name; 
Amidſt their frowns, amidſt their ſmiles,. . 
Or- ſatan's deep deſigning wiles, 2 
My ſoul ſhall till purſue her way, 1 
Regardleſs what theſe tempters ſay. 1 
H Tuo 


— 
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"Tao? now a yILGRIM far from home, 
Ta Zion's path, to thee I come; 
Exulting view thee from afar, 
My Life, my Light, my Morning Star! 
"Tis true, my burden'd ſoul's oppreſt, 
And longs to gain the promis'd reſt; 
Yet ſhall thy love ſurmount diſmay, 
And chear me thro the thorny way. 


O Savioux, be my joy, my ſong, 
Till thou ſhalt waft my ſoul among 
Thoſe happy faints enthron'd above, 


Eternally to yxAisz and Love. 


You that are parents, be not aſhamed 


of your calling, but throw aſide every 


weight that is a hindrance to you, and 


- Rand ſtedfaſt ** as a wall of braſs.” You 


are told, A wiſe fon maketh a glad 
ce father, ant! the only way to obtain 
wiſdom, is to be found in her ways; 
4 for the Lord giveth wiſdom, out of his 
« mouth cometh knowledge and under- 
£6 ſtanding ; and when wiſdom entereth 


20 into thine heart, and knowledge is 


«« pleaſant 
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it pleafant unto thy ſoul, diſcretion ſhall 
54 preſerve thee, and underſtanding ſhall 
e keep thee from the way of the evil man, 
% from the man that ſpeaketh froward 
6 things,” Therefore, I beſeech You, em- 
brace not only every public, but likewiſe 
every private opportunity 10 inculcate this 
precious truth in your own houſes. Let not 
an hour paſs unimproyed, but be inſtant 
in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon, that every 
leiſure moment may become a ſeaſon of 


 $ne that your children ſtrictly obſerve 
and reverence the uo Lr SABBATH of 
the Lord. Suffer them not to imagine 
the breach of it a trifling thing; the moſt 
profligate wreteh cannot juſtify ſuch. a 
culpable procedure. If any are ſo daring 
as to be found advocates for the profgna- 
tion of ſo holy, ſo glorious an inſtitution, 
their conſciences muſt be ſeated as with 
an hot iron, and their impenitent hearts 
harder than the nether millſtone. In a 
caſe of ſo heinous à nature, chriſtian cha- 

H 2 rity, 
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rity, when extended to its utmoſt limits; 
would be obliged to acknowledge, that 
apparently the crying fins of ſuch deluded 
fouls muſt have cauſed God to give them 
up to a reprobate mind. Keep them at 
home after the public ſervice of the day, 
that they may hear you read, and ex- 
pound the word of God, and receive your 
inſtruction. Do you. fay, they cannot 
underſtand things of ſo myſterious a na- 
ture N Then ſtoop to their lender capacities, 
by explaining in che moſt ſimple and fa- 
miliar manner thoſe truths which are 
eſſential for them to know. Are you 
brought into the family of God? Were you 
not as little children made willing to be 
taught by your heavenly Father? So dv 
ye unto them. "You take much pains to 

explain earthly things to them, and will 
you not be equally as ſolicitous to teach 
them heavenly things? Surely, if ye are 
chriſtians indeed. I think there is no- 
thing more pleaſing, nothing more deſira- 
ble, nothing more honourable, than family 
bd I have ens thoſe. hours em- 


ployed 
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ployed in praiſing and adoring my God 
and Saviour, the moſt comfortable mo- 
ments of my life, when the ſonorous 
outs of prattling innocence have been 
raiſed to ſing the praiſes of the God of 
infinite love and abounding grace. This 
3s to live to the glory of God. 

Snom viſiting on the SABBATH, as 
an abomination in the fight of God. Q 
what a deteſtable practice is this! the ho- 
ly and honourable day of the Lord is pro- 
ſtituted in the moſt ſhameful manner, and 
to ſerve the baſeſt purpoſes. Thoſe pre- 
cious hours, which onght to be devoted to 
the ſervice of God, are ſpent in unedi- 
fying converſation and the obſervance” of 
ſome trifling punctilio. Another plea for 
the breach of the ſabbath, 1s, to indulge 
children (and indeed adults) with a re- 
creation in the fields. This is one of the 
DE VIIL's grand temptations, The s a B- 
BATH of the Lord is a day hateful to 
him, becauſe thoſe who are brought to 
the knowledge of God, by waiting on 
vba H 3 him 


Ius 
kim in his ordinances, renew their 
Krength, and by the power of his grace 
are Enabled to overcome and baffle the 
wicked ſuggeſtions of ſo artful an adver- 
ſary. Satan is © the ſpirit that now 
« worketh in the children of diſobe- 
ce dience, and by his ſubtle wiles he 
deludes the carnal world, by turning them - 
from the ſanctuary of the Lord, and hur- 
Tying them into the fields to view—what ? 
the abandoned ſcenes of gaiety and wan- 
tonneſs. My chriſtian friends, I hope 
better things of you; I hope you keep 
the feet of your tender offspring from go- 
ing afide on this holy day: and 1 truſt, 
you can truly ſay, the s AB BAT E of the 
Loxp is your delight. Then may we take 
up the language of holy David, and ſay, 
% How 'amiable are thy tabernacles, O 
Lord of hoſts! my ſoul longeth, yea 
„% even fainteth for the courts of the 
« Lord. My heart and my fleſh cry out 
« for the living God! for a day in thy 
, courts is better than a thouſand. I 
* had rather be a door-keeper in the 
% houſe 
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« houſe of my God, than to dwell in the 


te tents of wickedneſs.” 


15. TzacH them by your own ex- 
ample. Be yourſelves ſuch as you would 
have them be. Practice and example are 
two of the moſt powerful monitors, and 
will have more weight than all the Pre- 
cepts you can poſſibly preſcribe, It is 
natural for them to imitate thoſe who are 
conſtantly about them, but. eſpecially their 
parents, You who are mothers would do 
well to remember, that you will have 
much to anſwer for in this particular, 
becauſe you are more with them (eſpe- 
cially while they are little) than their fa- 
thers. Let your conduct towards God 
and man be exemplary, and one conti- 
nued leſſon of inſtruction, Lead them 
the way to prayer, reading, and other 
precious privileges. It is true, you may 
not have an opportunity of doing God 
ſuch eminent ſervice in your own perſons, 
as men, nevertheleſs, the Lord being your 
helper, you may bring up your children 

H 4 to 
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to do it, and then you will ſkare the 
bleſſed comfort of it. Bathſheba had part 
of the honour of Solomon's wiſdom, be- 
eauſe ſhe taught him, Prov. xxx1. 


” PLuTARCH ſpeaks of a Spartan wo- 
man, who, when her neighbours were 
ſhewing their apparel and jewels, went 
and brought out her virtuous and well 
taught children, and ſaid, THESEARE 
G MY ORNAMENTS AND IEW EIS.“ 
They were her ornaments, becauſe, thro? 
the inſtrumentality of her diligence, the 
tenor of their conduct reflected the high- 
eſt honour upon her parental care and 
aſſiduity. They were her jewels, which 
ſhe valued more than any thing in the 
world, as appears by her unwearied la- 
bours in the cultivation of their minds, 
and the continual watchfulneſs and care 
which ſhe muſt have exerted in ſo arduous 
an undertaking. Oh! you that are mo- 
thers, what a deal of pains do you take 
with the bodies of your chilaren more 
than their fathers? Who can paint the 

wy " miſery 
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miſery -you undergo. in bringing them 
into the world! and ſurely you ought to 
be as folicitous for the ſalvation of their 
precious ſouls. Let the tender offspring of 
your loins have reaſon to riſe up and call 
you bleſſed ; let your prayers be ever at the 
"throne of grace, and your hands guiding 
them into the path that leads to Chriſt, 
to glory, happineſs and heaven. 


I caxxorT forbear mentioning a re- 
markable ſtory of a godly woman, who 
upon the loſs of one of her children was 
greatly diſtreſſed, but uſed. to comfort 
. herſelf by making uſe of this expreſſion, 
% rat LokDLIivETH.” Some time 
aſter it pleaſed God to take her huſband, 
which ſunk her almoſt into a ſtate of de- 
ſpondency. She appeared as one incon- 
ſolable. Her hopes of dependency appa- 
"rently ſeemed to be withdrawn, therefore 
ſhe was continually bewailing her miſera- 
ble ſituation, It happened one day, that 
one of her youngeſt children, then an 
infant, ſeeing her drowned in tears, look- 
— ed 
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ed up in her face, and cried, Mammy, 
is GOD DEAD now? which checked 
her immoderate grief, and drove her to 
the arms of a faithful God, the only 
fountain of true conſolation. This ſhews 
how apt children are to remember what 
they hear from their parents, and how 
,prone to imitate; likewiſe it ſhews what 
infinite uſe they may be of to their pa- 
rents at particular ſeaſons, if well in- 
ſtructed. | 


Ir is not uncommon, when parents are 
preſſed to be aſſiduous in the diſcharge of 
their duty, to plead want of abilities, 
with many other excuſes of the like na- 
ture. The general plea is, If we have 


ot abilities, it is not our faults ; and 


more will not be required than we are 
able to perform.“ But what a ſhock- 
ing inſinuation is this, to come from the 
mouth of a reaſonable being! However, 
even here every mouth may be ſtopped ; 
becauſe I am certain ſuch advocates for 
Ignorance will not be found faithful in 
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the diſcharge of any one duty that lies 
incumbent upon them. O what a ſhame 
is this, that men ſhould receive their de- 
ſtruction by tradition, juſt in the fame 
manner as an hereditary diſeaſe is com- 
municated from the parent unto the 
child! I would ſay to ſuch MonsTERS 
in nature, Your parents were wanting in 
duty to you, therefore you are determined 
to act the ſame part by yours; and by the 
ſame parity of reaſon, they cannot in- 
ſtruct theirs; therefore, according to this 
account, the knowledge of God, and the 
practice of moral virtue is to be baniſhed 
out of the world. Permit me in reply to 
aſk, if you were not properly inſtructed 
by your parents, why did you not labour 
to improve the talent God had bountifully 
beſtowed upon you, when grown up to 
years of diſcretion? The truth is, You 
had not hearts to do it; for he that is 
void of underſtanding cannot value it. 


S1 ο e, example ſpeaks ſo. powerfully, 
Row / circumſpe& ought parents to be in 
their 
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their conduct and converſation ! without 
a due regard to this, all their reproofs, 
tears, warnings; and admonitions, will be 
Ake empty ſounds, I think this fpezks 
Joudly againſt, the marriages of God's 
children with the -unregenerate part of 
mankind ; for ſuppoſing the chriftian's 
conduct to be ever ſo exemplary, it will 
prove inſufficient to anſwer any valuable 
purpoſe, through the want of care and 
prudence 1n the-other, becauſe there is a 
perfect agreement between the two na- 
tures, therefore the children will conſe- 
quently cleave to what is moſt natural to 
them. My dear chriſtian friend, a ſenſe 
of the abounding mercy of God towards 
your poor ſoul, will heighten your con- 
cern for the ſalvation of your children; 
and while you have no viſible ſigns of 
their converſion, a ſenſe of their dreadful 
ſituation will be a burden almoſt intole- 
rable. Then how will you bear to ſee 
the tender offspring of your bowels even 
deſpiſe your moſt ſerious admonitions, 
Jaugh at your tears, and become more 
hard- 
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hardened and impenitent? This may not 
ariſe from any flagrant a&s of impiety in 
your yoke fellow, but only as a natural 
conſequence attending the impropriety of 
your choice, Your partner cannot ſym- 
pathize with you, becauſe, not ſenſible of 
their real ſtate, therefore will be found 
diſregarding all that you can poſſibly ſay; 
and as there is a perfect conformity ſub- 
fiſting between ſuch a parent and chil- 
dren while in a ſtate of nature, of courſe 
they will be influenced by it, in ſpite of 
all oppofition, except God, by the power 
of his eternal Spirit, work effectually in 
their hearts. It is certain; this might be 
the caſe, if the huſband and wife. were 
both believers, as nothing but the grace 
of God can change the heart. But, hu- 
manly ſpeaking, there is a greater proba- 
bility of children's being datiful. and obe- 
dient, therefore more likely to reverence 
their commands and to imitate their ex- 
ample; if it were not ſo, God would never 
have enjoined parents to bring up their 

children 
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children in the nurture and admoni ition of 
the Lord. 


Tux chriſtian ſhould ever remember, 
that it is not ſufficient to be reſtrained 
from the groſs immoralities of the age. 
In the caſe juſt mentioned, the heart is 
fuppoſed to be an intire ſtranger to 
the nature, dominion, and power of in. 
Therefore, not having experienced the 
transforming efficacy of divine grace, it 
diſplays a natural levity of ſpirit, and has 
no concern for the glory of that God, 
« who is the ſearcher of the hearts of the 
« children of men, 1 
5 the parts. 


17 HE whole of * I have aud 
upon this ſubject, when conſidered, ab- 
ſtractedly, may probably appear to ſome 
too rigid and unneceſſary; however, I am 
certain every ſerious perſon, ſenſible of 
the vaſt importance of the undertaking, 
will think the many particulars which 

| - are 
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are enumerated, nothing more than ſ@- 
many duties incumbent on every good 
parent to perform. I choſe to particulariſe 
the moſt eſſential points, becauſe on them 
hang all the parent's hopes df ſucceſs, If 
they are duly regarded, they tend to eſta. 
bliſh the parent's comfort and the chil. 
dren's happineſs ; if not, that rebelliog. 
and obduracy, common to. children, is 
nouriſhed in the birth, until it break out 
into wilful tranſgreſſion. 


Tus z ſeeming mountains of diffi- 
culty will appear as nothing to the conſi- 
derate man, who is deſirous of his chil- 
dren's welfare and felicity. Were it poſ- 


fible to penetrate into the deep receſles of 


his heart, we ſhould find him reaſoning 
with . himſelf in ſuch language as this. 
© If I am a father, and my children are 
not taught to reverence me as ſuch, 
where is my honour? If they are not 
guided by my direction, and ſubſervient 
to my command, where is my parental” 
authority? And if I am not careful to 
* ſee 
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* ſee this effeftually done, I give no proof 
of my paternal affection. They are the 
© natural iſſue of my body, therefore it is 


my indiſpenſable duty to watch over 


them with a fatherly eye. It is my duty 
© to provide for them all things neceſſary 
© for their ſuſtenance and ſupport in life, 
© and likewiſe to be equally as diligent 
© in my endeayours for their eternal feli- 


© city. I give them daily proof of my 
© earneſt care reſpecting the former. But 


© how ſhall I evidence to them, that I am 
© equally as deſirous to effect the latter? 


© Surely by labouring to cultivate their 
© minds, and inform their. judgments, 


© This is the moſt likely method to teach 


© them how to make a proper eſtimate of 
all things, and the readieſt way to di- 


rect them how to make a right uſe of 


© thoſe faculties God has bountifully be- 


-< ſtowed upon them. In order to accom- 


« pliſh this, I ought to be aſſiduous in the 


© uſe of all thoſe means which lead to a 


« right end; and it is my duty to ſee that 


« * are ſuch as are calculated for that 


purpoſe. 
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t purpoſe, It muſt not be a matter of 
< conſideration, whether this or that will 
be moſt pleaſing to my children, but 
© whether it is calculated for their benefit.“ 
Such will be the language of every ſin- 
eere prudent parent. 


A CHILD is not capable of judging 
properly for itfelf ; therefore God, out 
of his infinite wiſdom, has enjoined this 
duty on the parent, and for which he 
mult be accountable at the laſt day. Can 
they with any propriety be called good 
parents, who indulge their children in 
every thing their unruly appetites deſire, 
without paying any regard to the conſe- 
quences which may follow? No, this is 
the grand deceit of Satan. He deludes 
the parents with a falſe idea of what is 
commonly called love and tenderneſs; - 
and while they are endeavouring to ſhew 
their affection, their compaſſion becomes 
dangerous, as it too often happens that 
they cheriſh all thoſe inbred vices which 
kipen both ſoul and body for everlaſting 

et Ry. 45 1 deſtruc- 
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deſtruQion. Such parents are in reality 
. murderers in diſguiſe, as they take the 
moſt effeQual ſteps to initiate their chil- 
dren in thoſe principles, which have 2 
tendency to- bring them to diſhonour in 
time, and to the chambers of death in an 
awful eternity. 
©* Warar, ſays the reaſonable parent, 
© 1s it 'a proof of my paternal affection, - 
* to Indulge my child in every thing it 
requires, left I ſhould thwart its temper ? 
* No, my real regard will eminently ap- 
< pear, by an earneſt diſplay of my care 
« for its preſent and eternal good; by 
< labouring with unwearied diligence to 
« oppoſe the firſt buddings of fin, to 
< inform its underſtanding, and to im- 
< preſs the mind with a right ſenſe of its 
« real ſtate and condition. After a ſtu- 
« dious regard to theſe things, it is my 
© duty, and a proof of my ſincerity, care- 
© fully to avoid the leaſt appearance of 
evil, leſt my example ſhould condemn 
bl "wp nos 1 had * enjoined.” 
When 


C131] 
When a parent acts thus, he acts feeling- 
ly, he a&s from prineiple, and his bowels 
of compaſſion yern over his tender off- 
ſpring, and it is the deſire of his heart to 
be found faithful in the diſcharge of his 
— duty. | 


Mae do you think is the cauſe of 
the ignorance and ſuperſtition which has 
overſpread this land ? It is owing in a 
great meaſure to parents not doing their 
duty by their children, Parents are grown 
wicked and ſlothful ; and ignorance is the 
natural offspring of floth, and the nurſe 
of ſuperſtition. You rarcly meet with a 
man that acts like a reaſonable creature; 
leaving religion out of the queſtion, men 
in general know no law but their wills. 
By this they are governed and directed. 
However, no man will dare to plead igno- 
rance at the bar of God; but, for want of 
a right uſe of thoſe faculties he hath be- 
ſtowed upon him, will Rand ſhamefully 
condemned. It is true, the capacities of 
men differ; ſome are more extenſive than 

12 others, 


greater knowledge of things in a natural 
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others, and. capable of attaining to a 


ſenſe; but there are none, unleſs ſuch as 
are deprived of their reaſonable powers, 
but what are capable of acting and Judg- 
ing better than they do. | 


'T THINK it is an awful conſideration, 
though hardly ever thought of, That every 
action of a parent, is in an abſolute ſenſe 
either good or bad. Under the firſt, may 
be reckoned the providing all things re- 
quiſite for the bodily ſuſtenance of their 
children; indeed theſe might be diſtin- 
guiſhed into acts of neceſſity, but I think 
it needleſs, becauſe every neceſſary act is 
a good one, as it is a matter of duty, 
Whatever comes under this head pertain- 
ing to inſtruction, has a tendency to pro- 


mote the preſent and future happineſs of 


the child; and every thing elſe, however 
ſpecious, comes under the ſecond, and 


promotes its miſery and deſtruction. There 


is no ſuch thing as people in general 
pREAM of, that this and the other does 
neither 
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neither good nor harm, To talk thus, is 
an abſurdity ſhocking to reaſon and com- 
mon ſenſe, Every act proceeds from ſome 
principle in the agent, and that principle 
is either good or bad, though it may be. 
done without any reſpect to conſequences, 
yet it infallibly leads to them. Thus 
an act which naturally leads to evil, may 
not always appear ſelf- evident as an evil; 
but then this muſt not be attributed to the 
wiſdom of the agent, but to the good pro- 
vidence of God. | 


Trex how careful, how watchful 
ought parents to be over their conduct, 
in every place and ſituation? How ought 
they to labour for their children's happi- 
neſs and welfare, to rear them as honour. 
able members of ſpciety, and followers of 
God their common parent, patron and 
munificent benefactor? Surely there is 
nothing of equal importance to parents, 
ſurely nothing ſo pleaſing, nothing ſo de- 
firable, and nothing more laudable ! Me- 
thinks even the very thought ſhould in- 

ſpire 
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ſpire their hearts with an indefatigable 
zeal for the accompliſhment of ſo valua- 
ble an acquifition, When this is happily 
effected, it muſt miniſter to the parent the 
moſt. exalted degree of felicity, be a com- 
fort at the moſt diſtreſſing ſeaſons, and 
even make the moſt heavy burden compa- 
ratively light. If, on the contrary, the 
moſt zealous endeavours ſhould prove in- 
effectual, the gratulations of conſcience 
will render the cutting thought more tole- 
rable. This is a conſolation worthy the 
ſtriving for, and what many, when too late, 
would have given a thouſand worlds to 
procure. This will enable the faithful 
parent to meet the undutiful child at the 
bar of God with an unclouded counte- 
nance, while the judge ſhall ſmile upon 


the faithful ſteward, and ſay, „ Well 


* done, thou good and faithful ſervant, 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.“ 


EL 


